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Mundungus. — Enough; — ^I amperfeqtl3( 
sick of nobk fools. — ^But, however scepti- 
cal yoa may be in other matters, you 
l^urely must allow that the Areopagus of 
^thesis, and the Forum at Rome, nev^ 
resounded with more eloquence, and 
patnptic effusions, than Saint Stephen'si 
Chapel. 

Grumblkrim — ^Why, look ye; — ^I have 
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2 THE TARANTULA J 

spent, or rather mispent, a wholt sessiaa 
in attendance at Saint Stephen^ in hopes 
to see and hear somewhat that might 
heighten my opinion of mankind; but 
Titus's perdidi diem was a trifling loss^ 
compaijed with.niine, as Ilost hbt only 
days but nights too.— ^Though the natioik 
was at that time >in the most imminent 
danger, even of being enslaved, the Outs 
were abusing the Ins, who retaliated with 
such acrimony, that, to take their own 
words for it, they were only striving for 
plunder, and preying upon the vitals of 
the public. Therefore, ycaa, instead of 
convincing me of their wisdom, must 
allow, that, if their mutual accusations 
"were ttue, they were rogues, — if false, 
they were fools to debase the dignity of 
so solemn a tribunal — Dignity did! say i 
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r— Body o'me! I retract the word. — 
Nothing of it, I assure you. — On enter* 
ing tlie lobby, you would generally hear 
the following, or like expressions: " By 
G — I I was so severely nicked, by the 
last match between . Gully and Gregson, 
that I have scarcely been able, to hold up 
my head since." — " I was cursedly bit 
there, too ; but the Cock-pit and hazard 
have brought me round, and I shall be 
.flush against the next spring meeting/' — 

<« D me ! if she is not the finest woman 

upon the town ; — a rare bit of blood, but 
cursed extravagant in her price; would 
put the prime minister to his ways and 
means."- — -Upon my expressing my 
surprise to a bye-stander, that they were 
thus suffered to disturb the avenues to the 
grand council of the realm, he stared at 
B 2 
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4 THE TARAN'rULA; 

me for my ignorance, and informed me 
thsLt these were some of the main pillars 
of our glorious constitution ! ! ^Think- 
ing that I could scarcely add to the con- 
fusion of sounds, I did not scruple to 
vent.^my still jgreater surprize, after the 
manner of my Uncle Toby, and whistled 
Lillabulero. 

Mmdungus. — But "this was only pre- 
vious to entenng upon business. 

Grumblerius. — ^Well, and let usi^nter 
upon business with them. — When the 
"Qiaplain came to read prayers, his audi- 
ence were divided into different groupes, 
some peeling oranges, others reading 
play-bills, and others making parties at 
whist at the adjacent coffee-houses, to 
avoid the insupportable tedium of hearing 
jduU debates, and to be in the way when 
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they should b^ wanted to vote. I have 
already told you the nature of the debates, 
and shall only add — " Whilst cooks quar- 
rely the meat is spoiled ;" and — 

'* Boai pastoris est oves toDdere^ non deglutere." 

Which maxim, if not attended to^ may 
in time bring on a ro/ among the ptti7/c 
Jlvck. ' 

Mundungus. — What say you to .the 
tipper House? 

Grumblervu^. — ^I observed much more 
decorum there, I must confess ; but their 
debates were only the counterparts of the 
Lower House, and all the burthen of the 
time was — 

THE LOAVES AND FISHES. 

Now, this gluttony may defeat its own 
end, and ts, therefore, the veciest piece 
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o( folly; — as one cannot eat one's cakci 
and have it too, it would be wise to eke: 
k out. But whilst it is an establislied 
maxim, that no minister can hold the 
reins who cannot command a majority of 
above seventy, whilst the minister reple- 
nishes the Upper House with successive 
batches from the Lower House, to com- 
mand a majority there, and lavishes the 
public money to glut rotten boroughs, and 
maintain his ascendency in the Lower 
House^ to expect a retrenchment of the 
vast public expenditure would be to watch 
the falling of the sky to catch larks. 

Mu7idangus. — You are a friend to a 
parliamentary reform, I hear. 

Grumhkrius. — And he who is not is no 
friend to his country ! Enter a town on 
the eve of an election, which has dist 
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tul-bed its peace Tor months before, and 
caused dissensions, envy, jealousy, drunk- 
enness, -and accidents, and you cannot 
but exclaim, .*^ Lop me off this villanous 
excrescence of the constitution.— Strangle 
corruption by rendering the right of voting 
universal, or at least more geueral."--^ 
Address one of those fools whom con- 
tinual ebriety has besotted into drivelling 
ideotism, and ask the cause of the rlqty 
for these scenes deserve no better term.'! 
^ Leciioneering for a parliament man, Sir !'* 
■ — "But cannot that be done without arming 
yourselves with bludgeons, and knocking 
one another on the head?"— " Lord, Sir^ 
there's the fun of it. The candidate* 
make us drunk, and when we're drunk we 
fight/' — ** The greater fools ypu to make 
beasts of yourselves," — '^ Nay, Sir, I 
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think the great folks be the fools to make 
beasts of us." — " You are right there ; 
they first make beasts* of you, and then 
claim the honor of being your represen- 
tatives.— -Such parents as Corruption and 
Ebriety must have a beastly issue; but 
although we have had a parliafnentum 
indoctum, and a rump parliament, avaunt 
the idea of a parliamentum belluinutn /--^ 
Well, friend, how long has the canvas 
already lasted?" — ^^ About six weeks, I 
think, Sir/' — " And when will the poll 
be closed ?" — " In about another fort- 
night, I've heard." '' So that in tv/f> 
months, you put the successful candidates 
to such enormous expense in making 
beasts of you, that they cannot indemnify 
themselves, without making fools and 
Smithfield bargains of you for seven years 
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to come." Now, Mundungus, who can 
wonder^ that such a nation is overwhelmed 
with debt; betwixt freeholders, who 
show their septennial importance for a 
month or two, at the expense of being 
fleeced during all the rest of the period i 
This is a very foolish bargain, to be fooU 
during seven years for the sake of being 
mad during six or eight weeks, for elec- 
tioneering is certainly a manias and neg- 
lect of business a sure symptom of it.— 
The cobler leaves his stall, and a prudent 
man would shave, himself; for if he can 
get a barber to operate, it is ten to one 
but it is at the expense of much skin and 
blood. — But let us have a story. 
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THE MAD BARBER j 

OR, 

GENERAL ELECTION. 



. ** Heyday ! friend Strap, with what an air 
. Thou tossest me the elbow chair ! 
Why put'st thou this important face oxx ? 
Thou'lt flirt the lather o'er the bason. 
How flippantly thy razor goes 1 
Hold, hold you dog, you*tl cut my nose 1 
" Pr'ythee, my friend, don't shave so fast/' 
' *' Sir, you'll excuse me j Fm in haste j 
J must not make his honor wait. 
The member's coach is at his gate 5 
And he depends upon my vote. — 
I mustbegone, and change my coat* 
The poll come>s.on soon after nine. 
And then at three the voters dine. 
I'd rather eat a bit at home, 
But*Mr> May'r desir'd I'd come/' 
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"" Well, now, I hope, the bustle's endei^ 
And little folks may be attended 3 — 
Thou'lt now recover thy humility, 
And treat us with thy old civility 5 
Again vouchsafe to tell the news 3 
Nay, brush my coat, or wipe my shoes, 
Now, all thy consequence is gone. 
No longer Mister, but plain John. 
Dwindled again to honest Strap, 
Thoult mow our beard without mishap j 
And, since election treats are o*er. 
Shave calmly on for seven years more.^' 

Mundungm. — If th^se Esatts thus sell 
their birthrights, for messes of porridge, 
what can they expect but that they shall 
be sold again? 

Grumblerius. — Aye, what, indeed! 
Who has not read in the newspapers, 
prior to an election — '* Wanted a close 
seat in a certain asscmbl)" — " To be dis- 
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posed of, a seat in a certain assembly for 
two thousand guineas !'' — Are these adver- 
tisements a libel on the constitution, or is 
the constitution a libel on itself. What 
are the chief requisites to gain a seat.^ 
Meanness^ fawning, dissimulation and 
corruption. What can be expected from 
these beginnings, but self-interested, mer- 
cenary placemen, pensioners, contractors, 
and loan jobbers. If a young M. P. has 
interest, he is immediately accommodated 
with a slice of the loaf; if riot, he 
assumes the prostituted title of a patriot^ 
and mouths himself into the popular 
favor. 



« ■ ■ Gull them but with freedom, 

** And you. shall see tliem toss their tails, and gad 
♦' As if some breeze had stung them.** 
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Mr. T— Iw — 11 will give the necessary 
instructions, in return for guineas, and 
condescendingly furnish young beginners 
with speeches^ on all occasions, as parson 
J^ H^^ T^^^rains his parrot, Sir 
pn^Mf^Bifeafife^r When the speeches 
are to be delivered/ a white cambric hand* 
kerchief should be used to wipe the foam 
from the mouth; the hands should be 
tossed about like those of a maniac^ or 
SirR?ii!^Hi!4; the feet should kee|> 
up a roar on the floor; I and the people 
should be introduced in every sentenoe 
throughout the piece, as pot-companion^^ 
and inseparable cronies ; and all this is not 
worth a pinch of snufF, if the ball be not 
kept up for two or three liours at least ; 
for it should be observed that prolixity, 
though deemed a proof of folly in unlets 
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teied clowns, and old men, is supposed 
to be quite the contrary in lawyers, and 
members of parliament. The former 
iBxpeet a fee, and the latter a place, a pen- 
eion, proportioned to the time during 
iwhich they have trespassed on common 
tferwe.— r" Talk— talk, my son— sense if 
:you can ; — but talk at any rate !'' When 
John Bull begins to bellow put the 
orator's fame, the minister will think him 
worth buying; but he bravely stands out— 
fill he gets his price^ The apostate will 
.then laugh at his former friends,, and pick 
grains out of horse dung: for the minister. 
Mundungus. — Nothing can be more 
evident than tb^t both the constituents and 
constituted must hejook to sell their pos- 
terity for a present advantage. It is the 
.inadness of a man, who enters into wed- 
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lock to gratify his appetite, with an incu- 
rable disorder on him which he entails on' 
his miserable progeny for ages. 

Grumhlerim. — You've hit the bull's eye. 
— It is the most egregious folly in the peo- 
•ple to think of reforming the parliament ; 
they must begin to reform themselves, If 
every qne of them would act as a certain 
honest son of Crispin — but well have the 
story. 

PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATE j 

AND 

PATRIOTIC COBLER. 



A sprucely dre^t, right honorable fool. 

To honest Jobson came, and made^a leg— 

"^ Your most obedient. Sir — ^pray, keep your stooV 
*' I hope you're very well— I come to beg — '^^ 
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/' To £iyf— *of me !" qaoth Jobson, with, a stare^^ 
^' Your voie^ dear Sir— the election's near at hand.** 

''I sha'n't/'quoth Jobson^ — "'twou'd, indeed, be rare, 
'^ To gi' my yote^ avore I knovirs mj man. 

'^ Can't know a man, >aTore have hob-a-nobb*d**— - 
" Rights my good friend ! — ^We'il have a mug oif ale,** 

•* Noa, noa, we won't— I'se not to he so fbbb'4— ' 
*/ Yeale in election time !— A ja'etty tale l^— 

*' The other gemmen gi* red clarut winde*'— . , .; 
" Ale, did I say ?— good joke !— meant wine,— he! he ! 
•' At the Boar's Head the very best you'll find— 
* '^ Do me tlie honor. Sir, to walk with me." 

" Sha*n't stir an inch, that's vlat — no,— :Mind to treat, 
*' Zendfor thewinde— my stall has seen good drinking) 

•' Here's half my ben€h"«^(his honor took his 'seat) 

[winking.— 
•'^Tisn't the Treairy Bench;* quoth Jobson^ 
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*' But here's no pay vor work that's nevisr done>— • 

[joker— 
*' Your honor understands?" — *' Yes^faith> good 

" Thee'rtzeatednowtiponSt.Cilspin's throne-^ > 

" Enjoy thyzel^ now do 5— do'st ever smok^ ? > , 

■*• 
*' Sb&'t ha^ a pipe — ^take mine 5 (the stump he rubs)> 

" Here, bring a light, Nell I'V-QuickJj^ she obeys— 

His honor slobbers Ntil> and hugs her cubs — 

Nell> cubs, and *bacco, tiien he falls to praise. 

** They're good eno' for me, but thee know'st well"— 
Quoth Jobson — " I'm to vote — what zay'st tb me I 

" Gi' I a buss, such as thee gi'st to Nell,".-- 
Twas done — and now for the catastrophe. 

Sticking his thumbs lu leathern ?pron string ^ 
Eyeing his honor with profound disdain > 

Jobson addressed the honorable thing — 
A better oratot deserv'd the strain. 

Vol. ii. c 
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'' If & Hiysri dm'n not asbani'd^^l avear. 

[?acc J— 
** lliee*8t eateti sfaanse^attd drank oD%-<-wi' brasa 
'^ !> a peor snob, Mask vor thea, car to ear ;— 
" HoweoQldittbeethnittdiyimemsiiebaplace^ 

'' What cad^st tbce Hwok of kkna^sqch a beast» 

" And making o* thyaal ^ voel o* (h* £iroe ? 

^' Tke^ partmeni mon t get out I ta thare ihe yeaaH, 

[a-.er* 
*' Tbee wouldst not stick to kiss the gveai man's^ 

Muridungus.'-^lial ha! ha! this was- 
a right " merrie and conceitede"' cobler,^ 
aa well as a genuine patriot. If every 
foolish candidate were to meet with a 
jEimilar reception 

Gruijfbblerim. — ^\^'lience should we fill 
the benches ?--- If naatters were at the 
very best, we should be glad to /compound 
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for a sprinkling o£ fools. Yow fbols are 
your only men of business, and, therefore, 
we see few men in office but fools. 

Mundungus. — The country members, 
I fancy, are the least adulterated. 

Grumblerius. — Tliey were before iurh^ 
pike roads were made, which Opened to 
them the hi^h way to corruption. In the 
country, they prey upon hares and foxes ; 
in town, the minister preys upon them. 
What can be expected from country squires, 
who know more about partridges than 
politics, ai-rd not one of whom; perha^js, 
has sense enough to compose iM).-fine an 

epitaph, as Sir W- m C s wrote 

for himself. 



♦* Here lies W— -bq C s, our late lord mayor^ 

WbQ lias left this vvorijd^ aud gone to that thesb." 



C 3 
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Mundungus.—r 

Ob, raref 
' You make me stare. 

Grumblfirvus. — I«et us look a little jnta 
their lives, the best part'of which is spei^t 
in the stables and dbg kennels. In these 
acfidemies, an acquaintance springs up, 
which breeds a kind of equality between^ 
or rather give the brute a superiority over 
the human race. Pay a visit to the house, 
or rather kennel of a keen spcjrtsnian^ aod 
jou run the risli of meeting with Ac- 
ta^on's fate. On your entrance the Hoaster 
whistles or bawls out— ** Here, Ringwood, 
, Rockwooci, Rouicer, Towzer, Jbwler, Tow- 
ler, Phoebe, Hebe,** — and you are instantly 
overwhelmed with the disagreeable effects 
of canine fondness, when not restrained 
.within due bounds, to the utter discon^ 
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txjTtment of your dress. Politeness makes 
you endure this torture, although the 
boohy Squire never once conceives but that 
it is as agreeable to his guest as himself, 
and thinking to pay you a compliment, 
cries out :*— " D" ■ n, but the b s 
are as fond of you as myself!*' — Dinner 
being announced, you then imagine yoru are 
to get rid of your tormentors; but quite 
the contrary. The dogs rush in with you, 
(be ladies in company or not) and evince 
that they are more customary guests, at 
tbeir master's table, than a chaplain is at 
his lordship's. Scarcely are you seated 
before one lays his nose on your knee, on 
lOne side; v^hilst another solicits a scrap 
f«nn your hand ; if, unfortunately, you 
are polite enough to keep it from playing 
with your plate> knife or fork. Scarcely 
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^laethe poultry fSarved» before the Squire, 
remarking thsat the poor creMures are half 
frmished, and wiil be qoiet enough when 
they have got their belHei futli, tosses si 
legofafewltoooe^ a gizzard to a second, a 
liver, to a third, And a cartas^ to a fourth. 
The guests dfe then suffered to be hc^pedy 
as a species' of less favoured, inferior visi^' 
tors. But scarcely have yoiit fork made- 
two tuMs to your mdutfa before the dogd 
have; finished their work^ and again ffAtiojf 
ydu/ Your best mode in this case is to 
dipitulate ^ eating one fnobtfefi^ mi 
givi^ another to your tormentor filter- < 
nately. If dfie booby Squiiti fia^ns t^ 
be married^ and yon are summoned to the 
tea-table, your indignation is fouzed to 
behold) that even the fair sex are not ex- 
empt from this caiiin^ p^seicution, as the 
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Sqaire would virtfaer rendunctt ^fiy othei 
-creed, than thtt oi ^ Lo^ me, totffvsp 
dogJ* One lady^s i;vhite muslin dtps$ is 
^M ; 4tiother tias h^ rose tore finom lier 
^oe; a third tighs far liie rents made in 
ian &ptoa eutjbttsly and laborioosly wraugbt 
by her owb hands; v^iist the SifUirQ 
laii]gh6al; these misfortune^ and sssdres 
^&ie siifie^ers that these are prooft ^ the 
^og*s fondness ^tbetn, Shoiald the Matt 
^pect to have thistr toi^bieesailnrhitedhjr^ 
^ood di^ of ^tea w .00^^ perhaps uKum 
^f the tfilgoverned animals have cnad^a 
^uece^id attack en the dairy^ and lapped 
^all tbecreatfi, oraddedalit^ of their 
-d^m ^ater to tti, and curdled the ii^hde 
mim. I^ mtatr^Qte, ^eaiervitig of a hettet 
^te, t>}ufil)€» tkrough fiihame and indigiim^ 
fion at Ithe tdrtures and divsppdfttliMKrtf •ei 
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her guests,^ but dares not openly enter into 
competition with these rivals in her lord's 
affections. 

• Mundungus. — Faith, your description 
of this race of demi-brutes, is highly 
ludicrous, and a true, though disgusting, 
picture of bukn'an debasemonti 
■' Grumblerius.— Your Jehu is a no less 
impertinently troublesome, and a far more 
dangerous, companion. As all his ideas 
have been compressed into the ^tudy of the 
science <^ the whip, you need expect no 
other con versatibn from him, than what 
tends to that subject ^'May theyarcyseijEe 
me, if I won't any day match myself and 
my four bays against the &mous Sir 
John-^ — and his four greys, play or pay, 
either for skill, speed, or distance. Know 
myself-«^know my horses to a hair-— can't 
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touch 'em !" Imagining the subject; to be 
as important to every other person as to 
himself, he obtrudes it upon all companies, 
and twists every other to his favorite oae 
with astonishing perseverance and perver- 
sion. If the topic happen to be siichi that 
he cannot lug it in, he metamorphoses a 
small stidc, which serves , to elucidate 
his oratory, when he cannot conveniently 
have a whip, and makes the niotions of 
driving four in hand, politely crossing )^he^ 
conversation by making . the well-known 
sounds oi letting out, or holding in, horses, 
as if the subject was too trifling for his 
vast talents and genius. So mudi for the 
troublesome impertinents, and now for the 
danger of these kind of fools. — Although 
his phaeton is so towering that he can sit 
and look into a one pair of stairs window 
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from it with ease ; even should it be v^l 
known that his wife or mistress at that 
very moment is confined to her bed^ by 
the fractures and bruises received from km 
overturning her, he never £uls to watdi 
the breaking up of the oampany, whidi 
is to him a nev^^faiiing source of «ell^ 
praise in his* JaAti capacity, and ^di in 
his pertinacioasly insisting upon one or 
other of the ladies gracing him and his^ 
equipage. Som^dashing belk^ wishing ta 
be ga^ed at, or some modest noiss^ unable 
to parry his incessant intreattes, ^nd &l«* 
most violence, mounts with a palpitating 
heart, dreading, and not without r^son, 
the fate of Apollo** son. We shail only 
add that the real coachman and the master 
have now changed places and manmrs. 
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% 

MUndimgus^'^l must aUow that this is 
a dAtkf^efoas/olfyy end a too frequent one. 

Gfuml^erius*-^ Your gentleman-groom^ 
or hors^-jockey^ is every Whit as much a 
^/!pt^ Ihoiigh fa l^ss dangerous one to the 
jteraon* He ifiay be jiisily styled a cabmet' 
Jboti ainoe hts iole iffAportanoe ooasists ill 
wlusperuigy and looking or being in ex^^ 
treale haste. His groom is his premier^ 
and/liketbe two kings of Brendbrd^ they 
^ never converse but in a tditspef, and are 
as inseparable as a Highlander and his 
phnd^ or a duatman and his donkey. Ad* 
dress the master, whilst he is con versing with 
ibe maviy ^nd he seems to be too mnch 
enrapt to notice you. With his arma 
crossed, hk eyes on the ground, anid 
flapping his boot with his whip, or suck- 
ing the head oi it, be continues the coiv- 
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versation with his groom^ from which you 
can only extract. — *^ Dam by Highflyer 
out of Venus. — Beacon course — two hun- 
dred guineas^ half forfeits — speed but no 
wind^— Across the flat." — At length, slowly 
raising his eyes, he just notices you, and 
gives you a familiar slap with his whip ; 
but as if a most important idea (although 
it is well known he has not two and a half 
in his brain) had just come across him, 
he cries: ** Excuse. me for a moment;" — 
then putting his hands on the groom's, 
shoulder, walks to a little distance, where 
they fall to whispering and making gestures,, 
or ratho* contorsions. After keeping you 
waiting for more than a quarter of an hour 
(for if you attempt to leave him, h;e ^top^ 
you by saying he has something particular 
to say to you and won't keep you two 
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seconds) he turns towards yon and ex- 
daims — *' Well, my dear boy ! what news ? 
Bought any new horses latdy? — any to seH 
or match? — always ready, yoo know — 
jfe a rum way poiatoes — (in utrumque 
paratus!) Eh, my boy?* — This is the 
sum of all he has to communicate to you, 
and after a like desultory kind of Hou^ 
hnhnm talk, he looks at bis watch, and 
runs off in a canter to persuade you that 
he has a vast deal of business on hia 
hands. 

Mundwigus^ — But what say you to the 
sports of the field themselves ? 

Grumbkrius^. — I have not a violent 
objecMoD to them where they are not made 
the whote business of a man's life, and 
subject of his conversation, to the annoy- 
ance of a vast majority of his Majesty's 
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Jiege flab)9ots, who hdve no turn tbtt way. 
I mmU bowev^, cocnmunicate ih% fate of 
every fiiir one who unfortonatdy happeos 
to be united to a. keen sportsman. We 
haveaeen how the wife of the hunter fami^ 
wbenhe is at hotne, which is not one-tetvth 
part of his time, and most of your goad 
^hots pay more attention to the breech oi 
their gun than to that where a proper 
fihare of it ought to be paid.-^With these 
exceptions, I will pass over the whole 
catalogue of field sports, except one, which 
calls for honest indignation — I mean that 
of PIGEON SHOOTiNG.T— The holy" Writ 
allows us to kill the brute creation to sup- 
port life-r-^'^ hill and eat /'-^-^but no where 
hints at our slaughtering them by dozens 
ibr idle sport. A match is made between 
a nuoibci' of persons against an equal num* 
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ber> to 9ee which party oaa destroy most of 
a given n^ucnber (generally some donens) 
of these poor birds. The pigeons are 
conveyed to a box with a trap, which is 
' opened when the gunner is ready^ and the 
birds % out exposed to the death-dealing 
level. He that kills most pigeons in the 
match is denominated captain o£ the day ; 
performs the honours of the table, and 
^ands elected as chairman of the meeting- 
The plague of it is, that the little world 
will imitate the great^ even in their very 
follies, and some industrious^ liberaL- 
minded, laodlords, are generous enough 
to offer a silver xup, or some other prize^ 
to the best shot ; but then it becomes part 
of the agreement, that whoever becomes 
a competitor, shall contribute his portion 
towards the value of the prize, pay for hi& 
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.pigecais, and dine at the ordinary. By 
these means, the generous lancMord whips 
up a (teoeiit; bill, and the cDnstderatioas of 
ten or dozen pounds for pigeons, expen^efi 
of dinner^ and liquors before and after it, 
usually makes ea^h man's proportion 
^amount to two or three guineas ; • send 
ihiin home inebriated to bis family, and 
'awaken him the next moriiing Xo a head- 
ache, and. dire reflection on his yb//y.-— 
Much cannot undoubtedly be said in fava>r 
oi his/eeliDgs who indulges frequentfy in 
t^is sort of amusen^nt } :aad looking at it 
M a mer^ matter of sport, it is unworthy 
Jto be nampd with the ntore noble and 
naanly sports of the iSeld. One thing at 
least is certain ; that mem of hmor ought 
iK)t to be indifferent to the ipeans by 
which the objects of their sport are Qbtainr- 
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ed. Wiliiam Pope, Esq. at HilHngdon^ 
near Uxbridge, lost in one night sixty-four 
pigeons, which were found at ^ the Old 
Hats, a public house on the.Uxbridge 
road, noted for pigeon matche3, and 
John Neale and Richard Norris were 
convicted of the theft at the Old Bailey* 

Mundwngus. — What basis can be so 
broadrbottoTfied as to support such a huge 
mass of flattery ? ' 

Grjumblerius, — Fools countenance fools\ . 
and a consciousness of reciprocal folly is 
the cement of this stupendous fabric. 
WItere every man hunch-backed, the 
cxoresence would not be looked upon as a 
deformity. .There are certain mercenary 
persons, dealers in . a base compound 
ca\\tA\flatteryi who colour their portraits 
80 high to please the fools, that an honest 

VOL. II. I) 
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painter (<)ur8:Jf fpr instance) who sho m14 
paint to th^ life, lyould be treated as an 
^JBs. Sir Godfrey IJ^neller painted the stupid 
face of a young lord, with so much truth, 
that his father would not recognize the 
Jeast likeness. At which the painter, 
being irritated, said to his friend, Bingj 
/* My God, Bing, I did never paint a 
liker picture in all my life than this young 
lord; but by G-d, man, I did put a little 
. sense ip his face, and now, you see, nei- 
ther his father nor friend Jcnow the fool 
again." Opie met with no better fate 
when he drew the poi-trait of a certain 
great personage. Flattery its the arcanum of 
every profession ; and every professor, ^ to 
succeed, must be a parasite. 
, Mundungus — I imagined that parasites 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OR^ DAJSrCE OF FOOLSf. 3^ ^ 

h^cl^ in al] ag^i^^ been branded with 
ii^famy. 

• Grumblerius, — You mistake. — The 
word * parasite' was a titk of honor 
ampng tlj^ Athenians; who had their 
pifrasitein, religious pfficers, to whom the 
car^ of the barley, consecrated for the use • 
of the temples, was committed. AU the 
dimities, who had temples erected to U^eni 
in Athens, had likewise their parasites. 
T^his is no slight proof of the (intiquijLy 
and dignity of parasites, who, Diodbfa^ 
tells us, were selected froiD persons mast 
eminent for wealth and probity. At Rome^ 
Apollo had his parasites, who appear tp 
have been also stage-players« Latinu«, th^ 
lirst whpsie naine has r^aphed ^s, and wlu^ 
liv^ ill the reign of Dproitiap, 19 pjigntioq* 
«4 by SvMstpn^us, ^s »b»ff9Pn| «r w^tr 
D 2 
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fool.— Martial has consecrated k very 
honourable passage to his memory, in ' 
which Latinus himself speaks. — 

^' Vos ne laurigeri Parasitum dicite Pboebi.'^ ' 
Juvenal^ also, in otie of his satires, intro- 
duces him as a first-rate actor. Thiis the 
character of parasites, once respected as a 
religious office, degenerated till ir be(:ame 
50 abject as to signify those who live at 
other peoples' tables. How this came 
about, we are informed by DioddruSj who 
tells us, that *V the rick xcere Jor having 
parasites as we3 as Hercuks ; but^ instead 
of chasing men of genius and character^ 
tJiey preferred the most ahject flatterers '^--^ 
At what time authors became parasites is 
uncertain ; but we find them most ' egre- 
gious ones, as, without being permitted 
the tables of the great; they would meanljr 
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solicit at their gales, for a couple of gui- 
neas, in return for which they were to 
wash the blackamoor white, — that is, to so 
bedaub his lordship with flattery in the 
dedication to their next work, that his 
friends should not have recognized him, 
nor he have known himself, under that 
character, if his name had not been at the 
head of it. But things are now altered — 
Tempora miUantur ct nos mutamur in 
illis.'" Authors have since discovered the 
meanness of the great, and that the 
public are the most liberal patrons ; where- 
fore, lords are now become with them 
only a kind of back-logs, in the public 
fire, which warms and invigorates them ; 
and they have left off flattering every 
body but — themselves! There is no saying 
how far their vanity would liave carried 
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themj to «tfery scribb'cir ^iras hU bWti 
trumpeter, if thti hpudlic of letters haid 
ftot been over^t by a set of tisurptng 
tyraiits, deiioimnated CHtics or Reviewefi, 
*^ho established t kind of despotic 
monarch/ on its ruins.-^Every poetaster 
-thought himself another Horace, and wds 
ready to exclaim with him, 

" Sablimi ferism sidera rertice !" 

With this ranijty he would often forget 
himself and strike his head against the 
rafters of his Grab- street garret; but the 
critics soon gave their subjects to know, 
that no one should praise himself without 
previously throwing a sop into their 
Cerberian jaws. Critics, therefore, with 
all their pride, are only the parasites of 
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the humbler authors, who crouch to, find 
bribe them ; those whom they abuse &f& 
such as have never condescended to hold 
a candle to the devil, not even to rbakehim 
their friend. — We are too well sfcquainted 
^ith the nature of modern criticism hot 
to appreciate the value of their half-crown^ 
eighfeeen-penny, ^nd shilling, trash, and 
of the equally uftmerited applause, or 
(♦ensure, which is bestowed in these pros- 
tituted vehicles, A close attention to 
reviews, and the publisher's names of thd 
books reviewed, will evince that they 
panegyrize all the publications of the 
piroprietor, ahd those with whom he is 
'connected ; whilst those of other publish- 
ers are cut up unmercifully, that theit* 
Review may not be said to want ASc:«^wm^. 
If . the proprietor, publisher^ or editor> 
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hiave a pique against any one of the trad^y 

that is enough to condemn the work . 

\Hthout looking farther than the title 

p9ge, and the poor author reels under 

"the blows of these bands of hireling, 

assassins. One satirist has had the 

impudent arrogance to exhibit his own 

effigy in the frontispiece with a horse 

whip in his hand, and he is certainly. 

more fit for a hackney coach driver than, 

a satirist. Beneath his^^e^ are strewed 

Juvenal, Perseus, and other Roman sati-. 

rists, which is proper enough, as th? 

nonsense, solicisms, and bad measure, 

which he suiTers to come before the public, 

through his hands, have sufficiently told 

to the world that these works were never 

in his Iiead. As, this satirist is descended 

from a good family, they should have 
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jirevented him from exhibiting such' 
public tokens of his/o//y. Aware, how- 
ever, that his Billingsgate criticisms might 
bring on his own back that lash which he: 
is represented as holding in terrorem over, 
others, the world ought to know that a 
certain noted duellist has been admitted to ^/^^^"-^ 
a share of the concern, on condition of; 
taking all assaults, and challenges j&r(?/>nVi 
personciy and making the BEST of bad 
MANN ERS. So that the public are to be 
tamely insulted by a blockhead and a 
bully; or fall a sacrifice to the latter, whose 
pistol is his trade. — Buonaparte is not 
better backed by bayonets, than the 
satirist by B-^^and his bullets-— This 
practice is a cheat, which has increased^ 
is increasing, and ought to be dimi- ' 

nislied. Let the pubhc look to it! If 
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T^pp*r^ aemand your half-crown, or 
threaten you with loss of fame, boldly 
answer, that the fkme of an honest mati 
does not depend on him, or his black- 
guards, whose own productions are the 
keenest satire Upon themselves, or rather 
their parents, for having neglected to send 
them to a charity school. As. women 
of the towriy when trade fails them, turn 
bawds, so do broken down wits set up 
for critics ; and both prostitute themselves, 

sH; the risk of being d d in the next 

^orld, to avoid being starved in this. 
Jlencfe there is no very material difference 
betw^n bawd and critic. — In short, it 
iVGfiild not be extraordinary to hear of a 
certain Satirist's becoming cock-bawd, btilly, 
bridewell keeper, dr negro driver, fofr 
which occupations, his larlguage; manners^ 
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6(ftinectio«s, and love of the lash, seetft 
tb qualify him peculmriy. — Bat enough of 
such reptiles, with whom we shall finish, 
by exclaiming, dfter the manner of the 
box-keepers at the theatres, when certain 
suspicious characters are seen Ibrking 
about: *' Take card of your pddetty 
ladies and gentlemen.'' 

MundungUs.-^Thaty indeed, would be 
the best mode of preventing venal criti- 
cism. 

Grumblerim. — Yes — no bocfty, rio thief 
—no half-crown, no Satirist.— Bt^t, to g6 
on with bur subject, the md^t fashionable 
parasites are the journalisu, because their 
vehicles are in every hand. In these^ for 
an adequate fee of from half a guinea to 
ten Or twenty guineas, every male and 
female, who are desirous of a niche in 
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public notoriety, heve their routs, drumg, 
' assemblies, masked balls, and Sunday con- 
, certs, announced to all ranks, from a peer 
to a potatoe vender, to the eclat of them- 
selves, the great joy of their hangers on, 
and, too often, no little mortification of 
their creditors. . Through these, persons 
carrying on an infamous tratfic in seats in 
a certain assembly, procure a sale, or pur- 
chase, and the members of said assembly 
deluge the world with their speeches, im- 
pi'oved, amended, corrected, in ortho- 
graphy and grammar, to the amazement qf 
those who know them well, yet never 
knew them to utter three coherent syllables 
in their lives. Through these register^ 
of yb//y, people become nominally known 
as persons of taste^ who would never, 
jOtherwise, have been distingui3hed from 
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the fat and greasy herd; and the public, 
who pay for a sheet of news, are de- 
frauded of one half by inserting the stale,* 
uninteresting, common-place, stuffy • of 
what is going forward among a parcel of 
foots, the utility of whose existence might 
be doubted, if Providence made even a 
louse in vain. 

Mundungus. — But do you positively 
deny the existence of taste among us? 

Grumblerius, — Taste ! why no — one 
cannot put one's head out of one's door 
without being bored with our neighbour* 
taste.— Why now, for instance, there's the 
taste in building — the gothic taste— ^ 
Can there be a finer sight to the con- 
templative mind, my fiiend, than to 
betiold a venerable ruin, frowning with 
maje^ic dignity — a noble relic of timei 
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long gone by.~I cannot appropch one cf 
th^se edifices without awe ami admiratjp^ 
-—every tendril of ivy, that mantles roi^ud 
i\s turrets, is more interestingly beautiful 
tp me, than all the gilt and bronze, 
lavished on a modern drawing room-.-rr- 
with what disgust must not one then be 
filled, on turning from such a sight, tQ 
heboid a modem gothic mamion?-^ — 
Yes, by the Lord! 'tis even so. — Mr. 
Splasher Daub — sweet creature ! -^r- will 
make you as complete a ruinous tower, as 
he, or such as he, woul^ wish to look 
Aipon ; nay, indeed, to such a pitch has 
tlie rage for improvements arrived now,' 
that I should not be surprized at seeing, 
(shortly, grottos and hermitages adorn, or 
keautift/i our principal streets and squares. 
I am told, ind^4y thgX ^(tp: the $^l|i5li*-. 
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ing and daubing, now going on, undef 
the auspices of a very greats little, bi^ba^^J^, 
1 mean orator, are finished, it is intende4 

to whitewash the outside of W-- .-r 

Abbey; and, by the Lord, my friend! 
this is not the age of scepticism ; for if a 
man will break through the walls of 

p 1 to make a coach-way for himself 

and family, he will hardly stick at violating 
even the sanctuary of the Lord! — Cramp 
seize the fingers of the sacrilegious wretch, 
who first lays his trowel on it ! — But, Sir, 
I could bear all this, nay more, he or yoi^ 
are welcome to insult my eyes with sud> 
objects at every turn, but, for Heavens 
sake ! do not shock my ears by calling it 
beautifying — by the power of Patience I 
*ti8 too much ! I question whether the 
jpractice of parish officers ^xc^eds this. 
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It is a notorious fact, that every church- 
warden conceives he has a right to run 
up a long bill to the parish every year, for 
work that may, or may not, be wanted, 
in his line, for repairs of the church, &c. 
&c. — for instance — if he is a Mercer — he 
will'new'cover the seats; if a carpenter, he 
will take care to break' and mend, and 
mend and break, half the pews in the 
church'; if a painter and glazier, he will 
confer the same favor on the windows, 
taking care to re paint and re-gild, making 
wonderous fine the commandments, and 
the little plump-faced cherubins that guard 
them. — One of these pious, self-interested, 
locusts, however,, happened to be of a. 
trade, thut rendered a Joi difficult to be 
accomplished-^ he was a goldsmith, and, 
unfortunately, his predecessor,- being tb* 
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teme, had new-fasMbried the communion! 
plate, his only chance of success. — ^What 
was to be done ? to fill the office without, 
being able to have a finger in the pie, 
that others had helped themselves to so 
freely,, was not to be borne; — to give up 
his equitable claims to another was still; 
worse. — Oh, sweet invention ! thdu child, 
of rigid necessity !— he made — not for» 
himself — a golden image of the saint,* 
whose name the church bore, together, 
with an embroidered bag in. which the 
little holy gentleman rested at night. — 
This, in a protestant church, appears din-« 
gular, — but, good easy gutlers ! not one 
of his cotemporaries had sense enough 
to see the impropriety ; and his little saint- 
ship was not only caressed, but absolutely 
shared, if not in the. demolition, at least 

VOL. II. E 
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m the honorsi of their grand dinners — (of 
he was e^bited on the table— as a taeit 
approver, I soppos^^ in the person of 
their church, of their " merry pranks V 
—On removing the cloth, after one of 
these parish gorges, St. Martin was mis-- 
sing ; it was ascertained, bejond a doubt, 
that he was on the ttabfe wlien they sat 
down; but, as he was not eatable, k 
would be the height of folly to expect his 
absence would be noticed at such a time 
by a chuFchwarden. — Eni^uiry immediately 
took place — all were interrogated; and 
every man denied the theft ; nay, one of 
them, a poor author, who had, through 
great good fortune, been invited, and 
whose lips knew not, what it was to taste 
such forbidden joys, as calipash and caW- 
pUy jked at the imputation, burst out--^ — 
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^ I thaAk the g<s>ds, no such thoughts re^iloach me f 
'' No J I darechallenge GuHleh&xt, to turn me oatward, 
" And shake my pockets empty in your sights 
" Then wonder not that I can bear, unmov'd, 
** Those fix'd regards, and silent threats of Eyes.** 



Who steals my purse steals trash j— 



(Trash, indeed ! for it was full of holes^ 
and did not appear to have had a stiver in 
it for ages.) 



but he who filcReft from 



At the word filch, every marn lookai to 
his next neighbour — but said flothitig-; 
indeed, such was the effect of poor Tagg's 
exclariiatiori, that even enquiry ceased for 
the moment, and he, I believe, was the 
only one not searched on taking le^ve.^^ 
The Saifntwaig, however, JosI ^ atid it b^ 

B 3 
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came a guestion, whether he had not flown 
up to Heaven's chancery, to report the 
scenes he had witnessed, or whether he 
might not have gone to prepare seats for 
his guardians below. They were not long 
tortured with suspense, for poor Tag, 
having occasion, some days after, to feel 
in the pockets of the coat he wore that 
day, — a coat which rarely made its appear- 
ance in public, once in seven days, — pulled 
outv along with a tattered handkerchief — 
bis little Saintship ! — Astonishment^ fear, 
shame, and vexation, by turns assailed 
him — -^ 

" A sudden horror seiz'd his giddy hcad> 
" And his ears tinckled, and his colour fled** 

whilst he gazed upon the Stranger ; and 
I know not what would have been the 
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effect on his feelings, had not his friend, 

who invited him to the fatal dinner, 

entered the room, at the instant, and, 

bursting into a fit of laughter, owned* 

himself the author of the trick : — that he 

had secured the Saint, during dinner, hy 

putting him into his neighbour's pocket, 

which happened to be that of the unfor- 

tunate poet. — St. Martin was, of course 

restored to the arms of the disconsolate 

church, who, I doubt not, received him 

with open ones ; but I have not heard 

whether he has participated since in their 

*^ merry orgies.^* 

Mundungus. — Ha ! ha ! it was indeed a 
lucky recovery: but such examples of 
inattention, even during dinner, I should 
presume, rarely happen. 

■GrumMeritis. — No, Sir. — Why I have 
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knQWVL twp m^ Q9pupif4 itt fipfliog &«k 
wjit^^, wi4 i;hp oth*r 4?fen4ipg, ^Viery thing? 
OR the ^ablq, ^ %. burriied ^wjay by 
Rebate as to disppver, by the time oii^ b^.. 
iwl^nc^ the other, thftt tha very pbject of 
th^ir dispute ha4 va,^i?h?d frpoi their 
sight ;-T-this brings tq wy recqU?(jtion tb* 
fojlpwing fact. 

FEAST OF HARES. 



Old Porpoise now rose> and with quizzjcal fa^^ 
Braird out a short stave, ^yhich ^me folks call a gjr^ce; 
And having first told his good friends to start fair. 
On his own plate he claps about two pounds of hare ;— 
These hares^I shou'd tell. you, oi which tliere were two^ 
He had previously order*4 Up bo9t*8 wife to s^w ^ 
Apd, gs Cotter J^nmw^ <?xultlpg]y iwwtedip 
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'fTwraff a tihousand times beHer that) faaring 'em idastod. 

Now> the very first inootbfal he fandod *em toQgh> 

[enough; 
And excl9im*d> with an oath, they were not stew*d 
Then ringing for Boniface, opened his mind, 
in A strain that was gentle, obliging, and kind. 
*' You're spoilt the best hares I e*er saw in my life, 
" And so yon may tell yoor d— — d stupid old wife 5 
*' Such a scraggFd, dried stick waji ne'er [ddc'donatable, 
'^ Not a soul in the room, now, to eat it is able }— 
" For by G-d, let your wife and you say ^hat you may, 
'^'Tfs like mumping a gristle, or chewing chopt hay, 
*' And as for the gravy, why ' may I be hitch' d,' 
" If *tis any thing better than water bewitclfd." 
This rhetoric rais'd tlie bold president's ire. 
And his form at the instant seem'd half a foot higher^ 
Whilst he animadirerted in strains loud and strong. 
On Porpoise's growling, and prov'd he was wrong. 
For, '' Gemmen," says be, '* now isn't it a shame, 
*^ For a feUer like Porpoise to throw all the blAnae 
'' Of spoiling the harel, vkk I don't think the case, 
" Upon Brown and lils v^e / an' I say to his face^ 
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'/ It's an insult to John, who has founded the feast> 

** To eat lik^ a hog, and thus growl like a beast/' 

'' Stop! sta^, my good Sirs!" cries out Quiz with a leer^ 

" Be calm, I in treat — what a pother is here ! — 

[flutter^ — 
'' Such quarrels, 'mongst friends, put me quite in a 

*' Pray, Sir, be so kind as to hand me the butter. 
** Now do, my dear Porpoise, sit down and be quiet, 
'* And you, my swciet Pres. do not kick up a not j 
** Here is Hoaxham, has giv'n his opinion upon't^ 
y And bis fiat \sjusl as it ever was wont j 

[breath, 
'' For he says 'tis quite needless to waste so much 
" Without you just want to be in— -at the death 3 
*' For whilst each may think his opponent has beaten--^ 

[eaten." 
''Nay, stare not! — byG-dboth the hares we have 

Mundungus. — ^Thank you, my dear Sir ; 
and if* you have a copy of thert}> I should 
be glad to shew them to Mrs. Trippet, who 
has kindly invited me to supper and cards 
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this evening : and that is a family, by the 
bye, G rambler! us, in which the most 
scrutinizing eye caimot discover a folly. 
^ Grumblerius. — Oh, Lord ! oh. Lord ! 
oh, Lord!— Why, Til tell you what, 
Mundungus — there is some degree of art, 
aye, and not a small quantum neither, 
requisite in making a plumb- pudding ; 
for if the ingredients are not as strictly 
observed, with respect to proportion, as( 
the precise angle exhibited by Corporal 
Trim in reading Yorick's sermon, 'twill not 
be fit to eat; — but it is far more difficult, 
upon the same system of household " way* 
and means," to make a game of whist in 
the evening pay the expenses of a previous 
invitation. — You, I mean to say, will 
think so, — and. yet there is nothing more 
simple — but you knowing ones — you young 
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men of the world — terrible misnomer ! pc 
the last to see through this excellent pjece 
of convenient domestic MachiavelisJli, — I 
think you was at Mrs^ Trippet's last 
Wednesday evening, was you not ?— drank 
tea and played at cards ? — Yes— joined the 
young Trippets at the music party, and 
the old Trippets perhaps at the card par- 
ty ? — Well ! — you never spent a more 
agreeable evening? — never— vastly Gne^ 
and are not your eyes yet opened ? — " 1 do 
uot understand you, my dear Grumblerius/ 
cried Mundungus, breaking through 
this battery of interrogation, nor can I 
conceive what analogy there is between 
your questions, and the present subject of 
your aniqiadversion/' — Good, easy youth ! 
but His the lot of fools to l)e — blind. — 
Pray now, Mundungus, what did you lose 
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^t cacdfi. — S^ven SbiUings! — Ha! Hal 
9Eid you won, what? — A cup of tea.^^ 

* ■ ' If the film is not yet dissipated listen ! 

. J^ know a lady, who has several daugh-r 
terSf what tba worldcaJU marriag^ble; andu 
withpiiU a shilling pf foi^ne to give theni<, 
€x^Ui and ohtaios more dancing attention 
fropi a certain description of youtb/s of 
Qur sex, thau a»y of her neighbours, 
whose property might entitle th^m to sucht 
^^ qbeysance'-^^xkdi tfai^ she ^flfects by. 
iavitif^g a party of yotwg ipw, for instance,, 
tp tea and music, which ia of course 
eagerly accepted, and the ^xppnses of tb^ 
day are re-imbursed with interest by tha 
introduction of carda, in which she a»d 
feer Cara Sposa are partners---^th<3 half 
qro«vas roll merrily in^^^very one is de* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^. THE TARANTUIrA; 

lighted — *t\s SL most charming family— <-and 
this female chancellor of the exchequer, 
has found so many fools necessary for her 
purpose, that she has lately brought put 
a new budget. — Bracelets, ear-rings, and 
watches, are bought up at 9 cheap rate — 
of little sterling value, but very showy — 
emblems of herself and squad — these are 
handed about together with a prospectus—- 
aye indeed, a scale of shares, to be— start 
not ! — raffled for ! ! !— so that a pair of ear- 
rings which cost two guineas, will have 
ten subscribers of half a guinea each — 
four shares out of which, the family very 
generously take, leiaving six remaining for 
any gull or flat Jish whose mouth may be 
open. — ^The odds are trifling that her firm 
do not get the prize themselves ; at all 
events, if they lose it, they have a profit 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OR^ DANCE OF FOOLS. ffl 

of fifty per cent, on the originial cost. — I 
must confess I was' once mortified to the 
very centre by her son. — He accompanied 
me one day to see a female friend of very 
great respectability, in one of the squared 
at the west end of the town — I introduced 
him as a man I had a high respect for— ^ 
as a man of education. — He was lately re- 
turned from abroad, where he had resided 
tome years, and, I most certainly was im- 
pressed with a high sense of his attain- 
ments ; — he did not say much during our 
stay, but, on taking leave, he expressed 
himself, in very polite terms, much obliged 
by the honor of the introduction, &c. ob- 
served he had sisters, who he was certain 
would participate in the pleasure he felt 
in looking forward to a mutual friendship ; 
and, advancing with much ease, tendered 
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uhat I Conceived to be his card.— Card, 
Sir ! — by Heavens ! 'twas the bill of the 
shop. — I felt! — judge, Mundungus, what 
must have been my feelings on the occa- 
sion) to find that he had been all the 
time, begging for an. order ; — but when h^ 
^aipe to the laces^ garters,, stays, rib-*- 
bons, &c. &c. I could have knocked his 
bill and his teeth together down his throat ; 
I flew, from the house and have not seen 
him since. — But this, in my estimation, is 
C>nly to be ranked amongst minor follies, 
such as I should not thmk worthy of no- 
tice, only where they may serve, to illus- 
trate my general position of universal 
folly.— No, Sir, you ha^e already perceived 
I have higher game- in view, and the field 
is so large, and the game so plentiful, that 
I have only to pick and cull at leisure. — 
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You are now at an age, Mundungiis, when 
the mind is liable to be biassed by first 
impressions. — Prevention is better than 
cure — and I know of no better way of 
prevention, than to endeavour to hold up 
to ridicule, such characters as it may b^ 
prejudicial to you to adopt. — ^^I have beeii 
in the habit of making my observations oii 
men and manners for nearly half a century, 
and I unhesitatingly pronounce the influ- 
ence of folly to be now at its acm6. — I 
shall endeavour to prove this, as objects 
necessary for my purpose rise in succes- 
sion; — but I shall save myself some trou- 
ble by taking you to a few societies, or 
institutions, in town, where, if prejudice 
has not bound your eyes with a triple fillet, 
you must agree with the position I have 
laid down.— ^ You shall accompany nie this 
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evening to a grand debate at the originai/- 
Athenian Forum, or Temple of Eloqtience, 
^vhere you will find some hundreds of wide- 
mouthed gasping fools, swallowing the^ 
heterogeneous, poll-parrot rote of the 
Stentorian Sheers ; whoge lungs of leather, 
are, perhaps, kept in full pl^v for an hour,, 
in proving, that impertransibility and im- 
perviousness have a different meanings 
and that ther^ is no analogy between 
them, although the poor silly fool is so 
little .acquainted with the real meaning 
of the words, that he cannot ever pro-^ 
nouqce them; but what does that signify,, 
Johnny Bull is an easy fool, and ^wallows- 
his senseless jargon as a hog does swilL 
It is of .no consequence what he brays 
about, provided he makes noise enough, — 
and there can be no fear of a bandy-legged 
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aitor just reeking from the 8hop-boar4> 

OTy SL wry-necked pounder of drugs li|t 

loose from tlie counter, poss^ssUig e)9^ 

gance of attitude, sufficient to "; suit the 

action to the word." — ^l^heir persons and 

.^qiressions are of a piece, — the worst pat t 

of the business is, that many poor devils 

-are so infatuated with the honors of horri- 

torry— ^as to leave a good business^ by 

which they might steer their bark coin- 

:ibrtably through the current of Hfe, tp 

^arrive at the honor of hopeninga debat^.-^ 

:The consequence -is, that their families, 

cif they have any, who take no share in the 

amhttion which pervades the Cicero, are 

starving; and as all cannot be leading Ora-*^ 

tors, their motto is " Aut Caesar aut 

BuUus/' — The suocessfol candidates, aK 

tibougb in the receipt of many, many 
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' hillings, sacked from their credulous 
audience, do not save enough to maintain 
their family — no, no ; their money is ex- 
pended in their different meetings ; — who 
would hesitate a moment about expending 
the last shilling in the company of Crito, 
Junius, Tiberius, Gracchus, Flagellan- 
tus, &c. &c. ?T-A wife and family, in- 
deed !— The modern Roman school knows 
them not ; it has got too large a sprinkling 
of the Turkish domestic regulation in it 
to cast a thought upon thein, — The situa- 
tion of. the unsuccessful one is deplorable 
in the extreme ; — ^by the time reflection ha§ 
«hewn him the folly of his air-drawn 
bubble, — he has discovered that his trade 
is gone,— his. family starving, — and poverty 
ind a jail stare him in the face, without 
Ije has ft wife who is, fortunately for him> 
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equal to the management of his business; 
One of these mad enthusiasts, a son of 
the thimble, being bit by a brother sheers^ 
was determined to exchange the shop- 
board for the rostrum, — and, accordingly, 
made his debut at the temple I have 
just menttoned". — The question fdr debate 
wasi ** Ought not all wives to be consi- 
dered as passive instruments in the hands 
of their husbands, who, by law,; are their 
lords and masters, — and rank only as do*- 
xnestic conveniences, explained fully in the 
Turkish laws relating thereto ?'' — Our 
** Fresh man^ gave a loose here to his rhe-*- 
torical powers ; — he played the devil withi 
a vengeance amongst the weaker sex, and' 
bore down all opposition to the question; 
iji the affirmative. — Applause^, in dapt 
« 2, 
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Ipud ^9 thunder^ accompanied his fiat^ dti 
con^^gniog the other sex to a state of Ma- 
hometan vassallage; nor did he recover 
from his intoxication until a complete 
drubbing, on his return home, from his in- 
dignai^t rib, who had followed him to the 
fcene of his triumph, not only sobered 
him, but effectually put a period to his 
flutncn ingmii flow of eloquence ;r— but if 
yovi like it better in verse, take it, such 
z% it is — 

SNIP AND HIS RIB; 

A 

KNOCK-DOfVN ARGUMENT, 

OR TAUL 

Jerry Snip^ was z tailor of credit and hm^, 
. That's to say^ as a workman^ he bore a good na^ie^ 
For a coat or a waistcoatj he*d fit to a T^ 
i^d for siaoall clothes, a better you'd ne'er wish to9e(^. 
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He'd the good lack to marry a notable wife ; 
, Adifficultbaiigaintomeet with in life! !— 
So easy^ contented* so happj was Jerry, 
So civile so quiet, so quaint* and so merry. 
You rarely wou'd meeti whether sober or melk) V« 
So good a companion, so pleasant a fellow. 

dU one day heaccomp'nied, predestin'd by fete, 
- A friend to the Forum, to hear a debate. 
In which Crito and Dolly Bull hotly contended^ 
The state was so rotten it ought to be mended. 
Whilst Bhitus, Tiberius, and Pompey the little^ 
Hit the opposite argument off to a tittle. 
And so bother'd the brams of the poor tfimple Jerry, 
Who was lately so quiet, so quaint, and so merry. 
Thai you hardly cou*d tell whether sober or mellow^ 
Was this pleasant companion, thishearty good fellow. ~ 

Now fir*d by ambition, his head is quite full. 
Of our wrongs? as a nation, the rights of John Bull ! f 
Add from rooming to night 'mongst this comical set. 
He would d — n the red book, and quoto Franclsc 
B—d— tt. 
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^VliiUt bis trade was neglected, without hesitation. 
For what was his shop — to the good of the Nation 111 
In short now so altered was Orator Jeny, 
Who before was so quiet, so quaint, and so naerrj. 
What once rankM respectable, sober, or mellow. 
Was changed to a wild, raving, mad-headed fellow. 

A question at length put an end to his relgn^. 
And restored him to peace, and his shopboard again;-^ 
'Twas one where he argued all wives were but tools. 
Of passive convenience, by MalK>met*s rules — 
And ought to be ranked «o, nay more, that their 

station 
In life, was f obey the great lords of creation. 
Opposition was feeble to Orator Jerry, 
Who bore all before him in strains quaint and merry. 
And his hearers all cried, when he ended his bellow, 
"^That the Forum ne'er saw such a wonderful fellow. 

^fe sooner returned from the Hall of Debate, 
Was Jerry, than Jenny fell foul of his pate. 
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** Why, youfaop'o'my thumb!**— You settle the Nation ! \ 
** You master o*er meT* — You a lord of creation T!-** 
Then with joint stool and ladle so 'laboured his scull 
Ue soon forgot Crito, and eke Dolly Bull. 
With tears in his eyes, poor disconsolate Jerry, 
Who two hours before was so quaint and so raerry> 
Curs*d the hour wh6n he first *gan to rant and to benbw> 
And Bspire to the name of a wondeif ul fellowv 

With earnest intteaty he bcggM she'd refrain. 

And the hall might be d-- — ^ — he'd ne'er see it agairti 

To his shopboard he'ed Stick, for the rest of his life> 

And think on nought else, save his trade And his wife? 

[word — 
They kissM — they were friends — ^Jefry still keeps his 

And m comfort and peace is now rich as a ' lord. 

Nowso^asy, contended, so happy, is Jerry, 

So civil, so quiet, so quaint, and so merry. 

You rarely will meet, whether sober or mellow^ • 

So good a companion — so pleasant a fellow. 
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! Mundungw.^-r-VooT devil ! I dare say ht 
woUld^ indeed, remanber his wife as long 
as he lived. — ^But do yoa not consider such 
institutions as dangerous in a political point 
of view? 

Grumblerius. — No ; they are too con- 
temptible to be viewed with danger in such 
L'ght ; and are only deserving of notice as 
an emporium for fools. — .How ridiculously 
contemptible to see a wonian«^--a great, £it, 
greasy, tallow, ketch of a woman — wad- 
file up to the rostrum^ and, with the grace 
and lungs of a Billingsgate, harangue 
on the national defence act, for hours 
together.— Her speeches are, of course, 
written for her ; and, by shameless efFrc»i« 
try, ^ and some portion of memory, she 
contrives to gull her audience into a belief 
of her possessing consummate talents*-^ 
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Ti5 of no consequence whether she strayt 
frooi the subject or not, whether she raves^ 
about " seas of milk, or ships of amber * 
-s-where sound is preferred to sense.*— 
1 have heard her exclaim — " Oh, that 
Dihogenis. were here; what would he say 
to such a scene of confusion ; would not 
he enjoy it, think you ?" — for Dihogenis I 
suppose she meant Demosthenes. — This 
was addressed to an audience of *' M^ 
talkers and no hearers," and while the 
noise and uproar was a little above par--— I 
mean the par of noise of the Stock Ex- 
change on a busy day, — in a bull and bear 
engagement where a hundred fools are 
ranged on one side, re^Kfy to humbug (I 
beg pardon for the wbrd, but I have not a 
better) the like quantity on another, — 
where every trick is resorted to to make 
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money, except usury; — but I shall touch 
upon this art in another place, and . she^*^ 
you how cunning people may overshoot 
the mark, and how, by venturing too far, 
-^hey make rods for their * » • * 

METHODIST MEETINGS. 

I shall now proceed to point out what 
appears to me to be an evil that has in* 
creased, is increasing, and ought to be 
diminished ;— I mean those mad sectarists, 
called methodists: and in doing this, 
Mundungus, I do not wish to enter into 
any religious disquisition — but to shew the 
iocalculable evil to be apprehended from 
the folly of such self-called, self-created, 
self-interested, locusts; — who swarm, in- 
the present day, through every city, town» 
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Tillage — nay every part ^ of the discovered 
habitable globe. — Any poor, crazy, fool, 
now-a-days, any half starved journeyman 
baker, brewer, shoe, blanket, or member* 
mug maker, starts to view; he has had^ /\ 
a call, as Mr. Squintucn says, and it is not 
requisite for him to be able to read a chapter 
in the bible; — the more ignorant he is, 
the stronger the influence of the spirit 
is! He first sets out in the fields; and,' 
mounted on a tub, deals hell and dam- 
nation, on one side, and Heaven and sal- 
vation on the other, about him, with, a 
liberal hand. — His mouth is full of savings 
grace, faith without works, and all the> 
common-jJace cant which may answer his 
purpose, of , confusing, instead of con- 
vincing, the mob of fools who surround 
him.. — He now obtains a chapel, wrung 
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from the half-starved families of hi» 
wretphed hearers, on each of whom he 
levies a weekly stipend— that is, from such 
a5 arc his own flock — his chosen, — Good 

Heaven! is not this blasphemy? — how had 
he had a call ?— does he mean to say he 
acts by inspiration? How offensive it 
must be in the sight of Heaven to see men 
boldly usurp an office which even our 
blessed Saviour did not ? — How would such 
a felbw as this construe the following 
pa^ge — " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
** he that entereth not by the door intor 
*{ the sheep-fold, but climbeth up some 
*• other way, the same is a thief and a rob- 
*« ber.'' If, as we have been taught to 
believe^ clergyman ought to be versed 
iii a knowledge of the original tongoes,-^ 
pfohnt history, logic, metaphysics, the 
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general grounds of natural philosophy,' 
&c. &c. with what contempt must we turn 
away from a foolish madman, who ^ thus 
adulterates the words of God with impurtf 
mixtures, making a merchandize of thiif 
souls of men," — aye, and of their bodiesf 
too ! — A friend of mine, in the city, was 
obliged to place his only daughter under 
the wing of the chancellor, to keep hei* 
out of the harpy-fengs of one of the^ 
teachers of the word. — Hearing she would 
be possessed of large property, he tickled 
her ears with sprigs of saving-grace, and 
so dazzled the weak mind of the silly 
young fool, that ancrther days delay would* 
have put it out of the father's power to save 
h^. This is a practice which is^ com- 
mon as the revolving day and nighjt, and 
I could quote instances without end of 
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their success^-— However, this I do nofc 
hesitate to say, that so far from their 
houses being what one set had the blas-^ 
pheniy to put over the door, and now con- 
tinues therej '^ The Mouse of God^' — it 
is little better than a mart for intrigue^. 
^nd the plotting, if not perpetrating^ 
every species of depravity ; — what can we 
think of the love feasts of a parcel of fel»- 
lows kicking and rolling a poor devil of« 
a lass on the floor, as a prelude to^ 
initiation ?. What are we to think of exclama-. 
lions such as " Prick her to the heart !'' — 
and this too when the candles are all out ?; 
— ^^ Oh ! shame where is thy blush !" — I 
will not attempt to shew whether vice or: 
ibUy predominate here, but a set of great-x 
er hypocrites than the self-elected brayer3« 
X have just mentioned, and a more con-. 
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splcuous mass of fools than those who 
suffer themselves to be thus gulled, I do 
not believe exist. — Might not one with pro- 
priety stick up the following against these 
disgraceful receptacles : " My house shall 
be called the House of Prayer, but y% 
have made it a den of thieves'' I will now 
relate to you a fact which happened to one: 
of their missionaries in America^ 

ailSSIONARY AND INDIAK. 



A gospel preacher^ who in the hot bed 

Of the New England States was born and bred,. 

Had got the cant fanatic all by rote> 

And preach*d extempore — not e'en a note. 

peep in bis nostrils^ he*d the nasal twang>, 

^o fist like bis Uie cushion so coa*d bang., . 
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Where A« bold forth, ia flocks, old women ran,— - 
They never heard, before, so fine a man. 
Such was his fame j— the only thing he got — 
For riches, tho* he lov*d them, he had not— - 
Saints thick as mushrooms o*er the States appear'd^ 
Each shaving close, or singmg t'others beard. 
To shear hh flock, he tried all he could do. 
But 'twas as we say here — " rse Yorkshire too.*' 
Though from one sect t'nother he did veer. 
Some other had the congregation's ear. 
Beligion, oft*ner than his clothes, he'd change,— 
With Baptist or with Anabaptist range. 
Uni— and Trini— tarians were the same— 
Arians and Necessarians, when turn came,^ 
At last, disown*d by all, he*d not a place. 
Of public worship where to shew his face. 
In shambles, on the butchers blocks he*d mount ; 
In fields^— on tubs, but small was the account. 
To his wits end it did the preacher drive. 
His worldly matters did no better thrive. 
At length, the way« of savages to mend. 
The pious govenusent resolv'd to send^ 
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^ 



Some missionaries who might pray and preachy 
And civlization to the Indians teach : — 
In other words^ to get them under thumb. 
And purchase all their hunting grounds for rum. 
Our preacher offer'd, and was sent away; 
. Four hundred dollars was his yearly pay ; — ,^ 
*Twas no great thing, but somewhat might be made^ 
*Mong8t his new Indian friends in way of trade : * . 
In rum — tobacco— he laid out his store. 
Counting his' gains at five for one or more; — 
He*d heard who nothing ventures nothing wiQs, 
And so he drove a decent trade for skins. . . 
Once, on a Sunday, he would preach and pray* 
And made hard bargains every other day. 
The Indians were so often by him bit. 
They said the devil had not half his wit. 
The limpid stream so overcame his rum> 
The .Indians saw that " it no make.drupk come-7- . 
** No makee ting and dance, and place run rouxSd!^ 
*' No makee tagger — tumble on de ground." 
Unjgrateful rogues ! Our preacher found no faultj 
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With any of the skins and furs they brought. 
He took them all, the little with the large. 
First made the Indians drunk — then made his charge ; 
So heavy were his chalks, that one wou*d think 
He made them pay, to warn them not to drink. 
When they'd their money's worth, and senses clear^ 
They'd cry *' Rum vera good, hut dehhlish dear /" 
Fortune's full blaze now shone upon his lot ; 
A new appointment soon our preacher got : 
Eight hundred dollars was the stipend clear. 
The time to leave his flock did now draw near ;— 
A farewell sermon the occasion brought. 
Wherein he hop'd they'd mind what he had taught* 
. 'Twas grief to leave them, for he loy'd them all. 
But he must follow God Alkiiohty's call. 
An Indian rising, when to th* end he came. 
Cried, " Massa JValhee, (Walker was his name) 
*' Pray, now, liow mush you get for preachee here ?** 
" i^ottr hundred dollars," he replied, " a-year," 
^' Well, Massa Walkee, ven you go great way, 
*' Where God-a-mightee call, how mush your pay ?'" 
*' £igA/ hundred dollars," he replies, " a-year," 
5' Ah! lookee, Massa Walkee, lookeedere-- 
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j(llie Indian cries^ and archly shakes his head 3) 
*' Money draw yoii^ like crow de horse dat*s dead.«*« 
'* When 6od-a*mightee call from four to eight, 
" Den Massa Waikee hear, — him follow straight ! 
'' But Grod-a-mightee call from eight to four, 
" No Massa Waikee hear— If God should roar T* 

Now, how can you wonder at the want of 
success in many of the missionary schemes, 
when such are the primary objects these ' 
" shirtless elves** have in view; and where 
it is so very conspicuous^ that even the poor 
Indian^ who has only nature^ and his own 
feelings, for guides, perceives it? 

Mundungus. — I admit the truth of your 
remark; but there are still many, very 
many good, not to say great, character3 
amongst them. 

Grumhlerius. — I allow that: it is only 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84, TijE tarantula; 

the illiterate, idle vagabonds, that I allude 
to, whose laziness will not allow them to 
work,- and have recourse to this fanatical 
system of swindling, to maintain them- 
selves in luxury at the expense of their 
foolish neighbours; but we will dismiss 
Uiis subject, and turn our attention to 
mock auctions, and cheap shops,— most ex- 
cellent resorts for fool§ ! — where such bar- 
gains are to be met with as will astonish 
you.— Bargains ! oh, sweet tickling word, 
ii^teud^d to lull suspicion asleep, how for- 
tunate hast thou been ! It is surprizing tQ 
me that so few housekeepers start up ivy 
the present day, when household fur- 
niture is to be bought for a mere nothing, 
' — so says Mr. Tickle, and I will shew 
how far Mr. Tickle may be credited : we 
will suppose you want a bed^ a set of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OK, BANCS OP irooLd. 'S5 

tables^ or chairs; well, you attettd'|i7s 
aale — you fix your choice upon artfctes thai 
you think will suit — they are put up-*--^n3', 
at a mere trifle, you bid ; — again — a jpausfe 
ensues — and whilst you are felicitating 
yourself that the gentle hammer is descend* 
ing " pour vous,^ unfortunately, an old 
lady has taken fancy to the lot, and inter* ^ 
feres with an impertinent advance ; — how* 
ever, they are not at one-third their value, 
and you bid again — ten shillings! — a 
ciirsed responsive ten shillings, from your 
opponent, follows, like thunder after light- 
ning ; — ^you are staggered ; — the hammer 

r 

is elevated ! if it descends— it is in favor 
of your antagonist, think of that ; — your 
next neighbour jogs your elbow, not to 
suffer the goods to be taken away by one 
who he believes is a debtor — wishes ha 
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wanted them — they are a charming lot—* 
and if any one knows the value of them 
it must be your opponent; — ^your pride 
now overwhelms your caution — if you have 
any — nay, it becomes a point of interest 
as well as pique not to be out-bidden ; — 
after a few more ten shillings, and — I 
thank you, Sir, — the lot is your's ! Happy 
man ! you pay foe it on delivery, and find, 
when you get it home, that you have given 
more for it than you could pocchase new 
for; — to add to your mortification you 
also discover that the curious old lady who 
had taken such a fancy to them, and your 
kind adviser to the purchase, are two su- 
borned wretches, in the employ of Mr. 
Tickle — that the auction was only a mock 
one, and that yourself, and three or four 
other fools, are the only purchasers out of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OR, DANCE OF FOOLS. 87 

the numerous bidders that surrounded 
you. 

Mimdiingtcs.-^Thi& brings to my recol- 
lection the complaint of a friend of mine, 
who was placed in the predicament you have 
stated, but does not, to this hour, think 
he was cheated, but that he suffered from 
another person having taken a fancy to the 
same lot; — ^you have explained it very* 
clearly, and I shall take an early oppor- 
tunity of undeceiving him on the subject! 
' — But now, if you please, for the cheap 
shops, as I perceive numbers bearing that' 
title here. 

Gnembleriuf. — IJumbcrs, indeed ! -— 
nothing is more common than for a shop 
to be opened ^vith — " The Stock cf a 
Bankrupt selling off under prime-cost, for 
the benefft^ of the creditors." — ^If this 
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tickling bait will not bring the trouts — it 
is anointed with ^^ The Stock must be 
cleared in three days :" — ^this is surrounded 
by *' This cambric only lOd. per yard;" — . 
** this furniture only 4|rf. per yard — ^war- 
ranted to wash ;" — '* those elastic drawers 
only 7di'* — '^ these invisible petticoats 
only Hid. — a large assortment to be seen 
within." — ^Why, if the fools do not bite 
now — nay gorge-*-the deviFs in them. — 
Well, you must enter; you must buy a 
little cambric. — lOd. a yard is nothing !-—. 
^' Pray, Sir, cut me off 10 yards/—" Yes 
mem.*' — Only think of 10 yards of cambric' 
for 8*. arid 4c?. and which, upon my vera- 
city, was so fine that it refused any con-; 
nection with the needle and thread; it 
scorned to be made up into any thing but 
— tinder !— but I don*t think it was the 
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cambric's fault ; — had a lady bought it, I 
have no doubt rt would have behaved as 
kindly as its appearance bespoke ; — but for 
a clumsy, two-fisted wife of a drayoaji'ta 
think of wearing a cambric gown and 
petticoat ! because she could have them for 
8^. 4rf.— No! it was not to be borne. — Na 
sooner had it, with great difficulty, been, 
formed into a gown — no sooner had h«n * 
dense ladyship thrown it across her fair, fat^ 
shoulders, than it evinced tlw indignant 
sense it entertained of its degradation by: 
*f Grinning most horribly a ghastly smile'* 
of contempt, in fifty unseemly fissures 
down her broad back. — Another plan is 
started which promises a plentiful harvest 
to the projectors: two shops are opened, in 
the same street, which outvie any thing I 
have yet stated in bargains.— They puipoirt' 
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to have no connection with any other shop 
' — to sell silk at the price of dowlas — 
** filthy dowlas" — and, for ready money 
only, to let you have five guineas worth of 
goods for one golden picture of his present 
majesty — God bless it ! — and, in some 
instances, they keep their word, — but it is 
only throwing away a sprat to catch a 
mackrel, — ^You will wonder how they keep 
up their stock of bargains — as they adver- 
tise it as the stock of a bankrupt;— cart 
loads of goods are brought in at midnigt::, 
and, whilst there are fools left to bey 
penny-worths, manet cetemumque mov^ehiiy 
it abideth and ever will abide — ^at present 
it is difficult to pass the door for the im- 
mense crowds of fools who are hanging 
about the trap— where, to say nothing of 
the nuisance such an assemblage must 
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be in one of the most public streets in 
London, *tis a hundred to one but your 
pocket is picked without, whilst the same 
trade is going on within. — Now, what do 
you say, Mundungus, to cheap shops ? 

Mundungus. — Say? why, if you are 
sincere, and I have no cause to question 
your veracity, I must say, that — crescit 
in singulos dies stultorum numerus — fools 
grow more numerous every day. 

Grumjlerius. — Oh ! oh ! — a sprig of 
Latin ! — come, I have now some hopes of 
you ; why, if you want more fools I can 
produce them, ^* thick as blackberries:''* 
what is the man who lays out his money, 
in Light and Heat Shares , Sub- marine 
Expeditions, Croydtn Canals, and a 
hundred more profitable speculations, 
(which, at some time, are to pay thousands 
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p^r cent.) till he has expended his last 
guinea, and is literally starving in the 
midst of such possessions ? — why a fool ! — r 
What is he who, at the age of seventy, 
marries a frisky young jade of eighteen, 
and boasts of having a fine child within 
the year? — What is he who gives half his 
estate for a parcel of old pots and pans, 
which have been infused in chamber lye, 
or lees, buried only a few months before, 
and hangs himself on discovering his 
housekeeper has scoured all his old armour 
till it is as bright as a stew pan, and darned 
all his old tattered banners so neatly that 
you cannot . discover where a bullet has 
perforated ? — ^What is he who runs after the 
advertisements of Martin B^^^^^f^nd 
Qther Arundel-Street heroes, in preference 
to a regular practioner ? — He who swallows 
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their lies, as he swallows their pills — ^by 
the dozen ? — ^Why fools ! — fools ! — But I 
will proceed, if I can, a little regularly, 
and state a few of the wonderful cures, as 
per advertisement, of this emperor of the 
seventh son, of a seventh son, who claims 
precedence of all who, at present, do 
exist, — nay, all who ever have existed. , ^ 

Imprimis: — The D of P d, 

cured of an inveterate itehj (to play the old 
woman) by only holding my famous reflect- 
ing mirror to his face', and taking one 
small box of my Anti-Zany pills. — Note — 
one pill is a dose ^ 

L— d C-— - — r>— laboured for a long time 
under an affliction of sight, vulgarly 
called squinting, by looking so long at two 
opposite objects at the same time — now 
in a fair way of recovery, by taking my 
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supposed, by all the faculty, to labour 
under a redundancy of bile, occa- 
sioned^ it was said, by the perverse- 
ness of his servants — immediately relieved 
by a strong dose of my grand purge catho- 
licum crucifixio. 

03* N. B, — No symptoms of a return 

of this disorder. /jUm^'-^ 

The R / Hon. R* B. S n 

was given over in a decline, by having 
n^adc too free with other people's pockets ; 
-^prescribed a month'is confinement in 
B^di-inrx, with his creditors ; nowinayaiV 
u^B^'of recovery.^ ^^^^^' 

i> — d ' S'-m — k — dreiidfuUy afflicted 
with an omnium skitterum^ from having 
swallowed so much of his own medicines ; • 
cured by my uqua styptica^ washed well 
iibout the. rectuWtf and taking, three tknes 
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e.day, (for a week only) one table $(iQont 
ful of ray grand anti-stultitia elixir, 
. £)..e of' Qiy?!f^^-f!:^— aged eighty 
years— loftg laboured under a perpetual 
furor, — or love flame,— cured by ray grand 
anti priapisionum electttaryf so effectually, 
that he is now as modest, quiet, and vir- 
tuous, a soul, as ever lived. ^ ' 
. N. B. — I had nothing to do with the 
lacteal prescription, which -only made him 
worse, though it improved the milX- ^P rc^ll*^^ 

Mr. P / had been troubled, ev^Jf 

since he#left school, with a sort of ver* 
miculatis — that is, infested with worms; ' 
and such ravages had they made i)1 his 
abdominal vessels that his face had beiQcnife 
cadaverous — many great men in the yer^ 
mifugus line had been applied to without 
effect ; nay, even the doctor of all doc,- 

VOL. II. H 
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tors in Shoreditch and Long- Acre, was call- 
ed in— but all his nostrums were vain — 
and this prodigy of wit and learning was 
fast hastening to ** his fathers,"' when I 
was introduced to him. — I quickly dis- 
covered the real cause; — gentlemen and 
ladies! would you believe it? — I extracted, 
id esty destroyed^ no less than twenty dif- 
ferent descriptions, or classes, of these 
reptiles; amongst which were the Tinia, 
Cassus, Xumbricus in4es4:orum, Cicindela, 
Bombyx, Caecllia, vermis terrinus, (book 
worm, canker worm, belly worm, glow 
worm, silk worm, slow vvorm, earth, or 
mucky worm) besides an immense quantity 
pf the vermiculus, or lesser worms ! ! The 
struggle, to be sure, was hard, for these 
locusts had so festened themselves upon 
him that, to an ordinary practitioner, the 
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attempt seemed desperate; however, yoii 
must have seen, b}' this time^ ladies and 
gentlemen, that it is not a trifle can daunt 
me — but, to be brief;— my piilvis ver- 
mifus, and anti-vermatic powders^ per-i- 
formed Herculean wonders ;— in one month 
I cleaned out this Augean stable, and the 
patient now boasts a complexion, and a 
regularity of countenance, that might vie 
with the face of blooming Paris of old. 

S.r i/Jsrr^p.J&i^-^vvas infected with 
an unconquerable itch for smuggling — 
that is, he was one of those who — sine 
portorii solutione^ invehit — one who imports 
goods without paying the duty ; — nay, to 
such a pitch had he carried his extravagant 
desires, that, I am told, not only his 
house in the country, but also his house 
in town, were crammed with tobacco, 
H 2 
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rousk, teas, coffee, nay, with every article 
of barter, from an Indian shawl to a butto^^ 
nut. — Luckily I happened to have about 
jne some of my astonishing elixir of 
integritas^ which, with an ointment I 
brought from Buenos Ayres, produced 
j$uch a revolution in the man that he not 
only gave up to revenue a cargo of ines- 
timable value, but is so scrupulously just, 
and honorable, that he never drinks Sk 
glass . of wine at a coffee house, or a 
friend's, without enquiring if the duty is 

E-1 Gl5^', L-d W-ls^-gh-m, Mr. 
■ypMr-dri^, Sir F. B^dfttt, G-D— 1 
^ pl^^^ct-r L%rltt!*fe, are now 
under my hands for different dis- 
prders. — When cured — which, with the 
blessing of Esculapiiis, I have no fear of 
— tI shall publish a new list; —in the mean 
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time/ 1 shall, for the present, only rdef 
you to two more, though I could product i^ 
thousand if necessary — ^but a word to the 
wise is enough; and, omnia Veritas 'pne- 

valebit. f^lrMx. ' ''^ 

L-'d M-l—-e — troubled with an pbsti- 
nate palma pruritus^ or itching palm, 
which' had spread to such a degree as to 
threaten a creak in the neck — he applied to 
me, when I discovered that he had let the 
disorder run to ^n incalculable length, and 
it presented obstacles to a common pro- 
fessor highly alarming; — however, nil 
desperandumy I undertook his cure; and 
a strong dose of my Intire julap, and my 
grand styptical poultice of white bread, L 
put a stop, in SL few daysj to the influence 
of the malady, and I have not heard of 
any returning sympt;oms, — For the truth of 
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this apply in Chiswel Street at any hour in 

: The R 1 Hon. Geo. R—e — was 

cured by me of a complication of dis- 
orders, consisting of ywror^mecMnani, the 
evil, (not the king's evil, I believe ;) and a 
inost terrible gout, accompanied by an 
ejqjialjy; terrible Saint Anthony's fire — 
tjie^ejtwo, last disorders, I am told, were 
ccMltracjted by a severe bout of drinking 
with the late Mr. Vortex of glorious me- 
mory ! ! !— But of this I do not pretend to 
make aifHdavit — for the whole of the 
above stated list of cures were bona Jide 
performed by me, and must convince 
the most sceptical man in the universe of 
my powers ; it must be obvious to every 
one that I do not deal in puffs, and that a 
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more modest list never met the eye of a 
generous and^discriminating public. — , 

<W" Apply, in person, (or by letter, 
inclosing a hank note) at my house in the 
Strand, from nine in the morning 'till nine 
at night. 

N. B. A light in the passage. 

VivANT Rex et Regina! 

Notv, if this fail, why the devil, in- 
deed, is in them ! But this is not the last 
resource ; do you suppose that adver- 
tisements are the only crutches on which 
they hobble along the road to fame, and, 
what is better than fame, to riches r — No ! 
if the fools only nibble, but will not gorge 
the bait, the following dose is admi- 
nistered. — This hero of the deaths of 
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thousands, endeavours to form acquaint^' 
ance with a regular physici^ ; the quack 
invites him to dinner — it is accepted, — 
for I never knew an M. D. refuse such, 
an QjfFer ; — after feasting most sumptuously, 
on the " spoils of the slain,''' their con- 
versation is interrupted by the entrance 
of a shark, hired for the purpose, who 
cants through the nose a long string of 
prepared thanksgiving for the benefits 
received from takirig the medicines of the 
nostrum-monger — relates, in something 
like this manner, his late deplorable case : 

'^^ About two years ago, from cold, and 
irregularity of living, I contracted a very 
dreadful sciaticas^ or lumbago, or rheu- 
matism, — ^or by getting under the hands 
of an unskilful man — whilst suffering from 
Si lues — I was so reduced that my most 
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intimate friends did not know me ; — my 
bones appeared through the flesh ia several 
places, and life had become a burden to 
me.— All advice had been resorted to^ but 
in vain, when Heaven sent me a news- 
paper, in which I read of a case similar* 
to mine that was cured by your pills.— 
Although I despaired of relief in this 
world, my friends advised me to make 
a trial of one box,— -when, thanks to the 
merciful father of goodness, and yourself, 
I found instantaneous relief. — I now sent 
for a dozen boxes, which brought me to the 
state you now see me in. — Gratitude for 
such h blessing has prompted me to break 
through all forms to pour out my effusions 
of heartfelt thanks, and to request you 
will, for the benefit of mankind^ make 
this cure as public as it deserves jto be. — ^ 
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Oh, Sir! surely Heaven, in pity to suf- 
fering mortals, inspired you with the 
wonderful secret." The scene that would 
follow must be obvious; — the M. D. is 
astonished when a few days after he reads 
afi account in the newspapers of the tran- 
saction, and perceives he is included as a 
witness; — he cannot deny the fact, and 
thus stamps respectability on the nefarious 
impostors. And this is one of the ways 
of appearing well dressed with a pocket 
full of guineas, and a hdad as empty as 
the drawers of a bankrupt the day after 
the sale of his effects. But there is no- 
thing more easy than to procure a supply 
of cash, if one has only a good dress on ; 
-r-a fashionable, easy air and address, is 
a safe passport into the houses of most of 
our sharping Jials of tradesmen's houses. 
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—if one may be allowed such an appa- 
rently paradoxical expression as sharping 
flat, — but I mean such characters as over- 
reach themselves in endeavourmg to Over- 
reach others. — One of these welUdressed 
gentry, who are always upon the look- 
out for a bait, had the address to fasten 
himself upon the acquaintance of a friend 
of mine, and accompanied him one day 
to his bootmaker— ^where he ordered half 
a dozen pair of boots. — ^The man, upon 
the strength of his being in my friend's 
company, whidi he afterwards declared 
he considered as an introduction, sent 
them home without hesitation. — ^The 
shark, as may be imagined, eagerly 
' serzed them, and converted the prize into 
" the Spanish" by selling 'em to' a petty 
son of Crispin ; and, although in a court 
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of laWy at all events, of equity^ I do not 
conceive my friend would have been cast, 
yet the odium of being considered a part- 
ner in the business, or shame at its being 
discovered he was so duped in his acquaint- 
ance, induced him to pay a considerable 
douceur to the man to hush up the busi- 
ness: however^ the poor devil has paid 
so severely for getting into bad company 
that I do not think he is likely soon to 
take to himself a new chum. But that 
he is not the only one who has been simi* 
larly circumstanced, the following tale will . 
show ; 

THE BISHOP. 

A bishop and a courtezan, 
. No matter bow tbey got together ; 
Bj chance, or preconcerted plan i 
By stress of love, or stress of weather : 
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Suffice it that they seated were 

On evening late in an alcove 5 
My lord a learn'd astronomer 5—* 

The lady better leam'd in love. , 

Silent some time the couple sat^ 

Until the moon refulgent bright^ 
Arose >— Corinna then to chat 

Began^ with " What a lovely night! , 

<^ On such a night as this^ I ween, 
'* Prince Paris sail'd away with Hden 3 

^' Though afterwards 'twas thought the Queen 
" Wished herself back at Spartan dwellings 

•* The beau repented, too, that he 
'' A business such had undertaken ; 

♦' But if my lord wou*d,take off me, 
" He wou*d not wish me back again.'* 

The spangl'd sky so much absorbs 

His lordship's mind he did not hear her ; 

But, crying out, " Celestial orbs !"-— 
Corinna drew a little nearer. 
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Think iog to her addressed must be 

Such praise^ she threw aside her cloak^ 

That he her secni-orbs might see. 
Not doubting but of those he spoke. 

" Thee, Cynthia, next unto the Sun 

^' In brightness, (for what star so bright }) 

" With rapture thee I gaze upon, 

" And cou'd gaze on the live long-night/* 

'' I shall grow proud of so much praise, 
" IVoud of the little charms l*ve got : 

" But will you nothing do but gaze, 
^' Eh ? My lord bishop, shall we not— >•' 

^ The prelate not attending to 
The overture Corinna made. 
The farce equivocal went through, 
And she misconstru'd all he said. 

*' I can descry, without a glass, 

^* Thy face ; and certain places, which 

'' For eyes and uQse and mouth may pass, 
" And do indeed in vulgar speech. 
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" How fair the«e mountains which I see ! 

" Whiter than any snow I wis, 
" That spot which seems so Wack to be^ 

" is that the Mare Neciarisr* 

'' My lord, I scarcely understand 

" What 'tis you say , — to whom you speak! 
(But with her alabaster hand. 

Patting the while his rev Vend cheek.) 



\ 



" Though Mary Nickter not ray name is, 
" If you will try me — who can tell, 

*' Whate*er her excellence or fame is, 
^' Corinnamaydojustaswell.** 

Which saying, without more ado. 
She plac*d herself upon his knee. 

And threw her arms around him too. 
And kiss*d him most familiarly. 

As one awaking from a dream 

Wou'd shrink, if he shou'd chance to see 
A tygress make « spring at him. 

So shrunk our good Saint Anthony. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•IJ^ THE ^tarantula; 

''Hence, temptress, hence, — I say! avaant ! 

*' Your meretricious tricks I know: . 
" Go to some otfaer-^youog gallant, 

" I am too old, — too wise I trow !*' . 

Corinna found this woi\*d not do; 

Nothing cou*d warm the Anchoret -, 
She must some other scheme pursue. 

Or she was like no cash to get. 

Women have so much ready wit^ 

Whether on good or evil bent. 
That instantaneously she hit 

Upon this new experiment. 

Taking her 'kerchief from her poke. 
She drew it thrice across her eyes. 

Making believe she wept ,* then spoke^ 
Thus interrupted by her sighs. 

♦ Manuque simul vcluii lackrymaniia tasit 

Lumina. ' Ovid. Metamorpii. 
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. ' # 

^' Does not your lordship love me, then, • 
*' After what pass'd between us V* " No!" 

" Oh, these perfidious creatures, men ^ 
'* And bishops, too, can they beso? ' 

'* After tile intimacy which — " 

" What says, what means, the Jezebel ?** 
'* Divines who love and honor preach, 

" And IJeav'n (yo, go, you unp of hell !*' 

" I'll go 5 but first, my rev'rend lord, 
*' Make me a present. — ^Where's your purse ? 

** Your'e rich enough — you can afford ' 
" To give — " *' Nothing, unless itbe acarse !" 

'' Five guineas ! — You can't give less 
*' For a fine woman's company 3— 

^* Besides, in truth, Tm in distress-^ 
" TwiU be an act of chanty. 

'* Lord Minikin gives full as much, 

**. Oft as he visits canker court. 
'* Only five guineas. — Come, come 3 tou^h— 

" This band witb them.— I'll kiss yoti for't." 
VOL, II, X 
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" I'fl have no kiases^ en mj life j 
^ I fear thy breath alone shou*d give 

*' Infection : Harlot ! Tve a wife !"— 
*' Harlots as well as wives must live, 

** So no more words, my lord, but^pay^ 
" Handsomely too, let me advise yoii^ 

•* For if yoa let me go away, 

" Without my dues, 1*11 advertise you. 

^ Miicb to your reverence's feme 

*' It will redound, when known that you, 
*' So late at night, to meet me caine ; 

'' And, having kiss*d me, bilk'd me too. - 

# 

** Perhaps yon will so hardy be, 
«' To tell your friends 'tis all a liej 

** That you've had nought to do with me;-? 
*' But can you prove an alibi ?" 

*' Oh I you're an artful huissey !** aaya 
My lord : " But ri^bily serv'd am I. 

*♦ Here» take my purse 5-<-Onealways.pays 
'^ l^r being la bad company." 
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Grumblerzus.-- In the next list of feHkS 
I place what are called betiefibsocietieS, 
and to which 1 beg to call your attenliiBp^, 
whilst I ix)int out to you such particulars 
respecting them as. have fallen under mjr 
observation, for, I think, I shall be ahte 
to prove to yoii, that they do not, by any 
Tneans, rank inferior to those which havi5 
preceded them. To such an exce&s have 
these traps for stray shillings swelled j, thaft 
scarce an alehouse in or about town i$ 
without them : it is scarce possible to enter 
on6 of them without being annoyed by ^ 
placard, stuck up in every box, announdng 
the thrice wonderful advantages to be 
derived from merely contributing, ififdntfaly, 
n poor fclftary half-crown,-^why, 'tiii 
nothing !-^ and, for tW^ inconsiderabi^ 
tASt^ fhey godrant^ef id youi « c6in^ 
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petency, during illness; — and the com- 
forts of independency after a certain 
number of years. — This is a tempting 
bait; — this reads fair} — But mark the 
consequence : — draw for one instant th6 
veil aside, and observe the little crouching 
deceiver behind it. — You enter your 
name; — pay your stipulation for a certain 
tjme, until you are, what they call, free ;— . 
that is to say, are entitled to claim, ill 
case of sickness, from this benevolent so- 
ciety. — Why, Sir, nineteen times out of 
twenty that you make application, you 
are informed that so many sick are upon 
the books* you can only, for the present, 
receive si mere stipend, hardly ihe simple 
interest of what you have sunk; and 
which| had you preserved, would have 
enabled you to purchase immediate cpoH 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OK, DANCE OF POOLS^' ll/ 

forts. — If you investigate the causes of 
failure, you will have tendered to you a! 
long bill for repairs of room ;— a new^ 
box ; — printing regulations ; — advertise*'" 
ments ; and last, though not least, the^ j 
secretary's salary ; — besides items, like thfe' 
stay tape and buckram of a tailor's bill. — * 
But the worst part of this business is, 
that it draws many an honest, industrious 
mechanic from his economical pursuit^ 
and tempts him to waste his time in these 
pernicious receptacles for idleness and 
dissipation : — however guarded he may 
be, on his first entry on the business, 
the force of bad example, by degrees over- 
powers all his better resolves ; alnd I can, 
I have little doubt, point out some hun- 
dreds of this description, who have suffer- 
ed materially, if not fallen sacrifices tio 
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iHe temptation ;— ^nd this is an evil wbicb 
has also extended to the lower classes oC 
^e female sex. — It is no ui^common thing 
to behold fifty ^^ prudent sisters/' ** be- 
^volent matrons," '^ careful wives," or 
^* provident spinsters/' with each a noggiiit 
of gin — imperial gin — ^before them, drinb* 
i^g health to one another, and success to 
their glorious Institution ! — The landlord 
is not one of those jfbo& ,whp offioi- 
Qusly intermeddle ; — no, no ! — he is paid 
for his liquor (if even out of the box) -*• 
and " the more the raerrief* is his mot- 
to. 

Mwidungus. — Is it possible that such 
can be the picture you have drawn of those 
highly-extolled societies (I will confesa 
I have read the eulogiums only in the bill) 
which profess so much' ? 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9% BA»re£ et sdoLs. ^11^ 

Grumbler ius.-^Atid perform so littte ; 
CH* perform a» I have p(»rited out. In the 
nexl list of fook, I tiiinkl maiy vehtut© 
to- place such as rute after great speca* 
la4:ioii^; sueh as promise now» jbr instancy 
to yield many hundreds per cent.— nay, 
9ome of ©ur daily advertisements riot only 
bear me out in this, but go beyond my 
assertion, for they, unblushingly, tender 
some of this description without risk. 

[cloud, 
'* Can SQch things be, and overcome f(s like a summer'* 
" Without our 'special wonder ?" 

But so it island I had a man pointed 
out to me, a few days back, who had sunk 
a very comfortable independency on these 
grand projects; apd although he holds 
considerable shares of every " wondx^fvi 
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estpectanctf^ that has lately made its ap- 
pearance, from the invincible *^ light and 
heat^^ to the ^^* tinder mantifactori/f' he is 
now literally starving in the midst of such 
ideal wealth as would have put all Alnas- 
car, the glass-man's, fancies to the blush. 

Mundungus. — I have, indeed, remarked 
myself the astonishing avidity with which 
all rartks of people catch at any project, ^ 
however unwise it may be, from probability ; 
but I did not suppose any individual would 
be fool enough to part with the whole of 
his certainty for the reverse. 

Grumblerius. — Ml tell you what, Mun* 
dungus, I have to declare to you I believe 
the fact ; — ^biit I do not perceive anything' 
wonderful or extraordinary in such an act 
of folly.— I consider a dabbler in lotteries, 
to the extent I have witnessed, as great 
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lin instance of folly as the one just men- 
tioned; and their pernicious tendency 
cannot be too openly exposed. I have 
nothing to say to them on the score of 
financial service; but merely censure 
them as the cause of the ruin of thou- 
sands, whilst scarcely an individgal of the 
speculative njass is benefited ; — and> 
indeed, how can it be otherunse, when we 
examine . the schemes, stripped of all the 
gaudy pufr and tinsel which decks them ? 
The risk is evidently so great, and the 
chance so small, that none but a fool 
would be so infatuated as to pursue the 
phantom till my uncle and the lottery office 
keepers are possessed of the last shilling,— 
which is daily the; case. Hundreds of 
tins description are to be seen running 
from the pawnbrokers to the gin shop, and 
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from the gin shop to the lottery office ^ 
from snn-rise to sun-set ail their discourse^ 
19 of lucky numbers— sure dreams — aad 
•' doing No. 1 for blank and prize;" — 
ivhilst their silly heads are so mudctted and 
confused between the fumes of Geneva^ 
and grand reckonings and calculatioasy 
that every thought of honest industry- 
bows before them. — I overheard a conver- 
sation lately between two of the above tCh 
the following tenor : 

- Good morning Mrs. Fidget I-— 
how is Mr. F. and the little ones? 

Pretty well, thank you ma'am. — 

Pray is No. 17 up yet? 

No ; but I shall do it ag^n ! — Do- 

you know I dreamt last night that my little 
L^ura Arabella had cut^bur such beau- 
tiful teeth w:hilst we were chri^teqing MrSk^ 
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JDumfiliag^^ charming boy^ : Augustus 
Hector Argernon— and that the coach iwe 
came in was. g7% 

""■ ■ ■ Godbl<59s 0ie! won't you do- them 
both ? No, 4 and 9i72 bknk and pri^e^-^ 
or to be up to day both prizes ? 

- Why, indeed, Mrs. Fidgety I 

fihould like it; but I have only eighteed 
pence left out of my husband's wages, 
and this is only the aecond day in^the 
week ; for I lost eleven shillings on two 
such beautiful number^ and both good 
dreams too-— but I did'nt fancy them so 
much as these. 

-r Oh ! why it is but a visit to " my 

uncieV ^^^d if they come up you can 
ea$ily make, it up ; but I would do it fof 
ten guineas at le^st 
' - — I dan send my husband's coat and 
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f 

waistcoat, to be sure, for he will not want 
^em till Sunday, and it must be up before 
then — for III double it to morrow! 

That's your sort— well, now we 

must have a quartern on the strength of 
it? 

With all my heart.— Mrs. Dab-^ 

ble,— your good healthy and good luck to 
No. 4 and 972 ! 

No. 4 and 972. 

, Another description of sufferers in this 
vortex of folly comes under the head of ser- 
vant maids ; — isuch as aspire to the possession 
of clothes equal to their mistresses, and 
ape their manners in every movement. — 
The lottery is pointed out as the road 
to procure every essential; and shilling 
after shilling — pound after pound — is 
'thrown away in the fruitless pursuit. — The 
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pawn-broker's assistance is called in, and 
what pledges they cannot furnish from 
their own stock are made up from their 
masters and mistresses. — This game goes 
on till the maddened fool has witnessed 
the death of her last hopes. — Ashamed 
to exhibit to the world a shabbier appear* 
ance than she has been accustomed to^ 
she rushes, without further pause, into 
the gulph of seduction^ and thus finishes 
her career of speculation .-r-The evil is 
incalculably great, and the baneful effects 
are felt in nearly every stage of life.^— But 
whilst we are on the list of speculators, 
it may not be amiss to take a cursory view 
of adventurers in Private Theatricals. 

Mundungus. — Why, indeed, Sir, I 
have heard private theatres extolled as 
excellent schools for forming good come- 
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dians, and calculated^ in an eminent de^ee^ 
to polish and refine provincial errors, <jr 
luch as arise from confined eduoation, &bu 
. GrumbleriuSi — ^Well ; — if you will alloir 
me a few moments, I shall be glad to be 
allowed to give you my opinion upon then^ 
end you will judge for yourself as to thfe 
truth of the two pictures. I pronounce 
them the most dangerous, because ptt^ 
haps, the most fascinating, of all th« 
grand emporium of fools; aod I shatt 
cndeavoiir to show you, that they are tht 
means of disseminating more vanity, fal|y, 
and vice, among the lower, classes, th8<l 
any I have yet had occasion to touc^ upon^ 
Jn order to effect this, it will be necessary* 
to take one of its admirers and supporters 
©f each sex;— and in this instance Ishdl 
give precedence ia folly to alo^of tb# 
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creation. — A city apprentice, hearing of 
such a society, feels anxious to see it, aiid 
procures a ticket; — be attends, — the gin- 
gerbread coat — the tinseled crown— ^the 
pasteboard armour, and the broomstick 
truncheon — all — all ! fire him with am- 
bition ! — He from that hour' is resolv^ 
to follow the sock and buskin ; — ab 
introduction is easily obtained to the old 
shark of a manager, who smiles on the 
young gudgeon, and flatters him with a 
thousand hopes big with air ! — The fbolV 
head is now crammed with " cloud-capt 
towers and gorgeous palaces/' — Fame and 
riches flow before him, and he sees, iii 
idea, the upraised cheering hands of thou- 
sands of admiring spectators, pronouncing 
Garrick a fool to him. — His time is spent 
in learning his part;--his money (aiid^- 
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too often, his masters) in purchasing 
dresses, and bribing the supple manager 
to give him " tip-top characters'^ to play; 
— and so liberal is he in the latter instance^ 
that five guineas is very fair to have 
Romeo, sweet, lisping Romeo! for the 
night— -Wiiep his own money fails-^ he 
must either have recourse to hh master's (or 
to his neighbour's*— it 'cannot be supposed 
that his master's interest^ is in the small- 
est degree the object of his attention du- 
ring this scene of folly: — What!-liomeoJ 
Cato!~Juba! Alexander the Great] deal- 
ing out figs, oil, candles, and soap !--0h^ 
horrible ! the thought is madness 1 — What 
he is obliged to do under the eye of his 
master is performed in a manner tha^t 
shews .his mind ^s abstracted from every 
ihojiight, save bis favourite pursuit.;— the 
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biiSness of the day is a hell to him ; and 

when evening brings a release, he fliea 

to the scene of his approaching ruin, 

with the transport of a freed •debtor.' 

The " fretting and strutting" do not 

continue long before heavy calls are made 

upon his purse, for repairs, for rent, and 

for properties, &o. &c. his infatuation is 

now at its acm6; — he has,not tlte money ! 

he cannot quit his trammels; and the 

consequence is, that he seizes upon the 

means held out to him, by the wretches 

who surround him,— *he purloins to aa 

extent that brings Suspicion and detection 

— and he awakes to refiection,-^if ever 

he does wake, — ^with the conviction of 

liaving a very fair chance of furnishing 

a second edition of George Barnwell, 

V4JX.. II. ' K 
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and of making his exit on a stage of a 
very different description. 

A different kind of ambition fires the 
lady, or the ladys maid, who is bit by 
the theatrical mania. — The object she has 
principally in view, is, to captivate some 
longing Romeo with her Juliet — her any 
thing — except the Fair Penitent ; — she 
speculates here for a husband— and spares 
no expense to procure the cast of such 
parts as are calculated to shew her to 
advantage ; — nay, 'tis not long since that 
Otte of these silly fools, was detected in 
the act of . purlowiing plate to a con- 
siderable amount from her master, and, 
on being questioned on her trial, avowed 
that the purposes for which she wanted 
the money, were to purchase theatricar 
dresses; and to bribe the manager for the 
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parts of Juliet, Lady Townly, and Rox- 
alana ! 

Mundungus. — Infatuated wretches ;— 
what can th^ expect to realize? 

Grumlylerius, : — Whatever they may 
expect, nine times out of ten they fall 
victims to their vanity; and add to the 
numerous list of frail unfortunates ;— they 
ought not to expect any thing short of 
it; — for, from the nature of their dresses, 
their actions and discourses, vice insen- 
sibly takes place of vanity, and they, too 
late, mourn their dereliction from the situ- 
ation in life in which they might have 
moved with credit and comfort to them- 
selves and friend^. — Now ! which of the two 
descriptions appears most natural,— y^e/r 
panegyric or my animadversions ? 

Mundungtts. — Why, upon my word. 
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I thEnk a line may be fairly drawn between 
them. I subscribe to the justice of yoilr 
remarks — but still cannot help fancying 
that many instances might be found ^f 
gudi as have owed their first advance on 
the stage, amotigst our most celebrated 
performers; — but the characters you se- 
lect 

Grumblerius.'-^Are fools! and he must 
be the most egregious fool in existence 
who embarks in what he neither under- 
stands, nor has one single requisite for. 

Mundungus. — I am silent. 

Grumbl€rius'--'\ do ^not wish you to be 
so; — if you can advance any thing against 
my position, do so,— if not, I shall pro- 
ceed in the plan I laid down, and tak^ 
(I peep at the watering places, \vhere I 
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shall find grist enough for my mill in all 
conscience. 

Mundungm. — You will much oblige 
me. 

Grumblerius. — In attempting a description 
of the shoals of fools who annually throw 
away their own money, or the money of their 
creditors, in these *^ jaunts," I may find 
it convenient to arrange them in the 
following classes — viz. of such as sport 
on the occasion. 

First. — Their own coach, or viskey. 

Second. — ^The public's coach, id est, 
mail, &c. 

Third — ^The Hoy, 

Fourth'.— The convenience of a car- 
riage, which must be sent from 
the maker, or the livery stables. 
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Fifth. — Adam and Eve's ten - toed 
machine, or the marrow-bone 
stage. 

I want a sixth class, but I can fill that 
up with blacklegs, bruizers, &c. who pass 
under the description of such as seize 
any convenience, from a friendly lift to 
a ride and tie. The first class will gene- 
rally be found to consist of antiquated 
dowagers — ^who emigrate to prolong, if 
possible, an idly - spent life, beyond a 
reasonable span, by artificial means ; or 
of such shrunk-pursed suckers of genti- 
tility as have the curse of confined in- 
comes from their own, or their families, 
extravagancies, annexed to the indis- 
pensible clog of being obliged to main- 
tain a certain degree of rank in society. 
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Ridiculous perversion of expression! 
when the full canvas-bag'd citizen sees 
through, and laughs at, the gauze- 
woved web of importance, with which 
tbese great little, little great, personages 
attempt to clothe themselves — fools! 
egregious fools! to suppose they canlde- 
ceive the world by an empty strut, an 
empty threat, and an empty pocket. The 
secotid will come under the description of 
the higher classes of tradesmen — ^young 
bloods — whose pockets are, by wind falls, or 
other fortuitous chances, fuller than their 
heads — and are come for the purpose 
of adding a little more bronze (by Sol's aid, 
if possible) to their unblushing fronts.—^ 
The only gratification they feel is in being 
noticed on their return as having passed 
the summer at the watering places, though 
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it not unfrequeotly happens that this lat- 
ter description, who dash down in the 
mail, " high flushed with the ready," 
sneak up, in the hoy, deprived of the 
needful;' nay, so well pigeoned, or sk^ 
completely cleaned out, are thjese summer 
flies, (for it rarely happens that the fools 
will think of returning till the last tester 
has taken its leave of them) that a merry 
fellow once laid, and won, a cotisiderabl^ 
wager, that a half-crown, which he held in 
his hand, was the largest piece of coin, 
as to value, of any on board the vessel 
in which he was returning. 

Mundagus. — I am now, indeed, satis- 
fied with your observatbns; and shall 
..^pare you, for the present, your third, 
fourth, and fifth classes; — if I should 
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relapse into scepticism I may call upon you 
again. 

Grumhlerius. — ^Well! I shall have no 
objection to resume the subject whenever 
you are fool enough to wish it. 



TJHE END. 
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